REFLECTIONS FROM THE LAKE
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= Lake Dunmore/Fern

Letter From the President

Mother Nature never seemsto dis-
appoint usin the autumn herein
Vermont. | hopeyou were ableto
enjoy the special and unique beauty
she provided on our lakesthisfall.

Thisspring, Allenand | attended a
seminar held by the Federation of
Vermont Lakes and Ponds with
invasive species asthe main topic.
Welearned many things, and con-
cluded that invasive speciesare the
biggest threat we haveto our lakes.
Once Eurasian milfoil and other
speci es have been established, they
are hereto stay. We arefortunate
for the early detection of theinva-
sive species which prompted Jeff
Wallin to establish the Milfoil Con-
trol Program. The program has
been vital to limiting the spread of
milfoil in our lakes.

The costsinvolved with any sort of

abatement are escalating. Inre-
sponse, the board has been seeking
additional funding. New fund rais-
ing projectsthisyear includethe
silent auction at our annual picnic,
which was a huge success, and next
spring, the Dunmore Dip. Please
read John's article for more infor-
mation on these two events.

Furthermore, Lorraineand | have
been learning how to write grants
and will be attending workshops
thisfal. Itisessential that we sup-
plement our budget with some out-
side funding in addition to the help
we get from the State of Vermont
and the Towns of Leicester and
Salisbury. If anyone hasthe experi-
enceto help educate usin this proc-
essit would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you all for continuing to
support us. Wehaveagreat mem-

2009 Membership & Directory

bership base; however, it repre-
sents only about 71% of total
lakesresidents. Another one of
our initiatives to increase funding
isto educate non-membersin
hopesthey will join the associa-
tion. Weencourage al of you to
talk to your neighbors. If they are
not members, please ask them
why or refer themto me so that |
can explain the various programs
which our dues go to support.

The fundraising has become our
number one priority, and we ap-
preciate and wel come any sugges-
tionsyou may haveto help raise
funds.

Hopeyou all have awonderful
winter, lots of good ice fishing,
and may we get some hice pow-
der and lots of it.

By PaulaWilson

Thisyear the 2009 Lake Dunmore
Fern Lake Association Directory
was updated and printed for distri-
bution to all members on our two
lakes. Wewant to thank the Addi-
son County | ndependent newspaper
for taking on the task of soliciting
ads, setting up the addresses of the
lakes dwellers and publishing the
books. Anaother grateful thank you
goesto Lynda Rheaume, who coor-
dinated the smooth process of the
publishing of the directories. Please
contact meif theinformation re-
garding you and/or your property is
incorrect. We want to make surewe
remain as current as possible for
2011.

As of October 2009 we' ve received

dues from 332 (71%) households,
friends and businesses. Thisis
down from the 344 (77%) received
in 2008. However, donations were
up from 24 in 2008 to 28 peoplein
2009 with donations ranging from
$5 to $705. How wonderful! Thank
you for your support. When the
dues request comes your way next
spring, each and every dollar is
important to the fiscal health of
your organization. Please encourage
your friends and neighborsto par-
ticipate.

Y our payment of $45 per camp or
$135 per business goes toward mil-
foil control, mosquito control, water
quality testing, and water safety.

Y ou receive web site maintenance

with the latest LDFLA informa-
tion, an invitation to the annual
picnic with outstanding entertain-
ment, newsl etters, bi-yearly direc-
tory, and of course, adock tag for
each camp as a show of support
for the Association.

Areyou interested in a stunning
11" by 34" Lake Dunmore Fern
L ake Association map?

This map was created solely for
the Association using GPS tech-
nology. The map displaysal
roads around the lakes along with
the 9-1-1 house addresses as of
1999. An authentic Warren
Kimble print is aso included on
the map. Each new dues paying
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member of the Association receives amap
at no cost. Replacement maps can be pur-
chased for $10.00. The purchase price for
non-members and the genera publicis
$50.00 for each map. Y ou may pick it up
at your convenience or haveit mailed to

My View of the Lake

you at an extra charge of $5.00 for shipping
and handling. The shipping and handling
will be the same for more than one map to
the same address. Please send your check
and shipping addressto P.O. Box 14, Sdlis-
bury, VT, 05769. For maps, directories,

and/or membership questions or updates, |
can be reached at (802) 352-9049 or e-mail
me at rosie.ldfla@live.com

By: Rosie Spahn

Who lovesthelake the most? It hasto be
our dog (and yours). A lakewith woods
and leaf mold and chipmunks scurrying
around — ah, heaventoadog. Thoseof us
who arrive each weekend know theritual:
the dog starting to sniff assoon asweturn
off 53, head out the window, body rotating
tolook all directions, then bounding from
the car the second adoor isopened, alittle
dancefor joy onthedriveway, and off
around camp tothelake. If it'sawater
dog, maybeit goes straight in, but ours
says hello to the lake by lapping up some
(umm that’s good). If there are waves, she
times her tongue to meet incoming ones
while balancing and slipping on the larger
rockslining the bank, first one side of the
dock and then the other side. Shaking
herself al over, she's off to greet the
woods: hello pine needles and spongy
ground— snort, snort. Oh my goodness, a
great scent— paw, paw, dig, dig.

Our neighbors who walk the Kelsey Lane
—Indian Trail loop and go by our place,
perhaps have seen the memorial stoneto
our late dog Tripper. Shelasted until 19
yearsof age (That's 133 human years!).
Thelast year of her life, we kept saying
through the winter of carrying her outdoors

The “Dunmore Dip”

and getting her moving on her slow daily
amble, “I just hope she makesit to go down
tocamp again.” Andshedid. InApril and
early May, each time we pulled into camp
and lifted her down from the car, she would
try to do alittle jump for joy, inevitably
ending up sprawled on the ground since her
back legsjust couldn’t support her any
more. But now she'sat the lake perma-
nently, overlooking her domain. Her like-
nessis carved on her memorial stone (by a
young Vermonter in Jericho Center) and is
so lovely that my husband said to me when
he arrived back home from picking up the
finished stone, “1 suppose you’ re going to
want one of thesetoo.” | admit | can’t think
of abetter place or way to be memorialized.

Now we have anew puppy, rescued from a
high kill shelter in South Carolina (and
found viaCraig'sList). | knew she had
bonded to us, when only the second time we
were at camp, she got away as| wasferry-
ing things from the car into the cabin, but
came back in less than 10 minutes, jumping
up on the screen door to push it open. Now,
each time she getsout alone, she' sgonea
little longer, expanding her known territory,
but comes back in an excited rush, asif to
say, “Oh, you should seewhat | found!”

She’ s a true mutt — some border collie,
maybe some spaniel, something with a
swirly over-the-back tail. It all adds up to
being the breed called “Cute”. Shedidn’t
taketo going in the lake until she saw a
friend’ sdog repeatedly jumpinto fetch a
stick. Surelooked like fun, and the puppy
would danceright at the edge of the water.
Sure enough, eventually she slipped in and
had to do alittle doggy paddle before she
could get out. Don't think she’ll earn her
swimmer’ s badge until next summer, but
she'll definitely be a camper’ s success
story.

Wetake adaily training walk on theleash
and then let her off closeto camp to prac-
tice“Here, Tilly” and play hide and seek
among the big White Pines. She’smaking
good progress, although it' s darn hard to
compete with the scent of alittle rodent
under ground. Since she’ sgetting her mo-
larsin, shedaily chews up something inap-
propriate at home. I’d much rather have
her at camp, and of course, that’swhere
she' d rather betoo. Another devoted Lake
Dweller, just likeusall.

By Susan Patterson

What exactly is the Dunmore Dip?

Itisagameto help replace disappearing
state funds for our milfoil program and let
you and people you know have some fun
and a chance to win some money. Guess
the day, hour, and minute Lord Dunmore
falsthrough theicein the spring. Only $1
per guess and no limit on the number of
guesses.

Our Dip isbased on Joe' s Pond Ice Out
game where winners have won over
$4,000. 50% of monies go to winner and
50% will help our Milfoil Program by
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helping pay salaries of our milfoil crew.

Watch for details on our website at

www.ldfla.com. Meanwhile you might want

to visit
http://joespondvermont.com/iceout.html to
see the history behind their game.

We haveincluded aform with this newsl et-

ter to allow you to make up to 20 guesses

without having to fill out your contact infor-

mation multiple times. Enter as ateam and

get 30 guesses for $25 or 60 guesses for $50

and split the winnings amongst your team-
mates.

If you would like additional forms, call
John Ebert 802-352-9392 or print them
from our web site (www.ldfla.com).

We ask for your support by playing and
hel ping to promote our game. We will be
sending you emailsin Jan. and Feb. that
you can forward to those you know that
may want to participate. Thanksfor play-
ing and promoting, and may the best guess
win!

By: John Ebert
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Milfoil Control Program

Therewerealot of returning membersto
the Milfoil Crew thisyear. Joe Carr re-
turned as crew chief after three years away.
Also returning were veterans Collin Tomp-
kins, Nate Bierschank, and Will Pitkin as
well as new recruits David Volz, Brian
Bliven, LB Schmidt. The crew also wel-
comed Robbie Glassford as end of year
support.

This season was one of the most challeng-
ing we have seen with regard to controlling
the spread on Milfoil on our lakes. While
we operated with asix person crew most of
the season (2 more than in prior years) we
still struggled keeping the plant under con-
trol. The normal hot spot areas of North
Bridge Bay and North Bay on Dunmore
and the boat access and the western shore
on Fern Lake had significantly heavier
growth than in prior years. The midsection
of Lake Dunmore from Sucker Brook

down to apoint South East of theisland also
experienced more plants than in past years.
Some of theincreasein growthwasasa
result of last years storm but alot of itisjust
dueto an increase in plants.

Thecrew isdefinitely having asignificant
impact on curtailing the growth but we feel
we need to employ some additional strate-
giesto be successful inthefuture. First off
we are going to continue with a 6 person
crew and strive to have all members of the
crew become scuba certified. Secondly we
want to expand our lake resident training
program. We conducted two training ses-
sionsthis season attended by approximately
15 people interested in learning the proper
technique to use when pulling Milfoil. To
be successful the lakes need as many people
aspossibleto participate in controlling the
Milfail in front of their residences. Our third
strategy is“ Operation Fragment” ; while it

2009 Financial Update

sounds corny the concept can do as much
to control the spread on Milfoil asany of
our other initiatives. We are encouraging
everyoneto carry anet to pick up milfail
fragments when they seethem while en-
joying time on the water. Milfoil spreads
asfragmentsfloat around the lake. The
fragments can get cut of f by boat propel -
lersthen float down the lake until they
start to grow roots (approximately 3 days)
and sink to start new plant.

We are going to continue to explore new
and more efficient ways to deal with our
Milfoil challenge and encourage you to
join usin combating thisinvasive species.
Asawayswe look forward to your feed
back and ideas.

By Allen Wilson & Joe Carr

Like many business, government, and per-
sond financesin 2009, this has been a
challenging year for LDFLA. We experi-
enced ashortfall in revenuewhen the state
milfoil eradication grant fell $10,000 be-
low expectations and interest income was
down $2000. Whilethe new Silent Auc-
tion held at the picnic (many thanksto all
who participated) added $1200, it was a
difficult gapto close. Atthesametime,
expensesran abit higher than expected.
We invested additional dollarsin our battle
with milfoil ($4000.) and added the oral
history project ($1000.) to our efforts.

Oral History Project

Fortunately, we have the financial strength
to withstand bad times. Thisyear | project
wewill draw approximately $15,000 from
our reserves. The reserves were established
specifically to insure the continuation of our
milfoil program, even in the face of revenue
shortages. While this cannot continue un-
abated, it seems reasonable to apply the
reservesin thesetimes of economic slow-
down, particularly astriggered by there-
duced state support.

Looking to 2010, our needswill not dimin-
ish. The milfoil must be found and pulled.
It isan effective program, but we must be

forever vigilant. While the economy is
expected to improve, | expect the state
budget to continueto be“tight”. Thusl
expect we will implement a duesincrease
and request additional fundsfrom the
towns aswe go through our plansfor next
year. Our initial goal will be to balance
the budget and not draw on reserves. Be-
ginning in 2011, hopefully we can begin to
rebuild those same reservesto insure our
programsin the future.

By Jay Michael

Our Lake Dunmore-Fern Lake Oral His-
tory Project got off to agreat start the sec-
ond half of the summer. Onceall our
equipment arrived, | was ableto start inter-
viewing. Every onel’ve conducted has
been so interesting, and usually leadsto
adding another name or two to our list.
Sincel liveinthearea, | plan to continue
interviewing over the winter, slowly work-
ing my way down alist of 25 names or so.
If you' rewilling to have your name added
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tothelist, please contact Susan Patterson
(sdp@al umni.middlebury.edu).

| anticipate interviewing being Stage 1 of
our project. It will be on-going, but after we
have a considerable number of recorded
interviews, we' Il discuss possibilitiesfor
Stage 2 — perhaps a book or transcribing of
the interviews so more peopl e can get ac-
cessto thewonderful storiesbeing shared.
My mind beginsto boggle as| hear of more
and more connections among so many of us

— through Keewaydin and other camps that
have been on the lake, through Middlebury
College, through family histories and sum-
mer youth peer groups, the sailing clubs,
and, of course, the bond we al share—
lovefor thelakelifestyle. Many thanksto
all our Lake Dwellerswho are part of our
project

By Susan Patterson
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Insect Control

Planning to upgrade your GPSnavigation
systemthis holiday season? The BLSG
Insect Control District would like your
outgrown ones.

It became apparent during the big mos-
quito outbreak in August that locating and
spraying our twisty, narrow private roads
isnot an easy task for the District’ s newest
drivers. The drivers concluded that GPS
navigation systems pre-programmed with
each route would be agreat tool for ensur-
ing that al roads are covered whenever a
driver goesout to spray.

If your old GPS system can accommodate
multiple destinations for asingle trip and
can store the route from use to use, please
contact me at |bpitkin@comcast.net or call
802.388.3229 so we can discuss your do-
nation in more detail. The donation istax
deductible and the District will pay your

The Social Side

shipping costs, if you wish.

Asyou make your fall repairs and plan your
spring projects, please keep in mind that the
mosquito trucks, aswell as emergency vehi-
cles such as ambulances and fire trucks,
need awell-lit, unobstructed path to your
property. Please consider installing motion-
detector lights outdoors, especidly if you
are at the end of your road or at any other
challenging part of aroad wherethe driver
needs to make a difficult maneuver. Make
sure branches are trimmed all along your
road out to the main road and give careful
consideration to where your cars are parked
and where your grills, boat trailers, and
other “toys’ arestored in your yard. Be-
cause of the nature of the materials and the
top-heavy loadsthey are carrying, drivers
have been given total discretion about what
placesthey should spray — if they don't feel

it issafe, they do not haveto spray.

If you livein an areathat has proven par-
ticularly tricky for the drivers and are will-
ing to spend some daylight timewith a
driver to discuss his concerns and yours,
please contact me at |bpitkin@comcast.net
or call 802.388.3229. Thisisaterrific op-
portunity for you to point out areas along
your road you feel haven’t been well-
covered. It isaso agreat opportunity for
you to learn what the drivers' concerns are
and to discuss possible changes you can
make to your property to improve access.
Y ou can schedule time with adriver either
thisfall or next spring.

Thank you again for your support and have
ajoyous and healthy winter.

By Linda Pitkin

At our annual meeting on July 6th, our
slide show was abig hit. Special thanksto
Mike Korkuc for al the pictures he shared.
If you have any digital |ake related pictures
you would like to share (people, pets, scen-
ery, fish) email them to
j_ebert@hotmail.com

Camp Keewaydin’s 100" anniversary ca-
noe flotillaon July 1% was quite impres-
sive. Kudos to those who braved the cool
strong wind that day! Looking for pictures
of that....

We had areal nice day for the 4" of July
Boat parade and agreat turn out. Congratu-
lationsto the handful of kids dressed as
pieces of chocolate for taking first place,
and to Joanne Clark from Salisbury for
second place. Looking for pictures of that
too!!

Because of the extended monsoon season
we experienced this past summer, “Toon
Tuesday” very seldom happened on Tues-
day nights. We had to be flexible asto the
nightswe chose. And we were!! As of
today (10/8) we are till going out.

We had arecord turn out of 33 people and
8 boats (6 pontoon boats, 1 ski boat, 1 ca-
noe, and 1 kayak) in August and an excep-

tionally big post season turn out on Sept

21st of 25 people and 4 boats. It happens on
Lake Dunmore, but, of course, Fern Lakers
areinvitedtojoin us. Call or email Johnto
be picked up somewhere on Lake Dunmore.

For those of you who are unfamiliar with
this Lake Dunmore happening, Toon Tues-
day isaninformal event of lake residents,
who gather on the lake for apot luck dinner,
watch the sunset and socialize. Although the
base group is pontoon owners, anyone who
wishestojoin uscan be picked up at their
dock.

The weather was perfect thisyear for our
annua Membership Picnic. Sunny skiesand
alight breeze, with the backdrop of Kee-
waydin'slovely site on the lake was a per-
fect setting to end the summer. About 100
people attended, and we enjoyed awonder-
ful spread of cheeses, salads, appetizers, and
abarbecue provided by Camp Keewaydin.
Complimentary refreshments of beer and
winewere provided by the LDFL Associa-
tion. It was awonderful opportunity to meet
new lake residents aswell as socialize with
old friends.

From the porch, The O'Hanleigh Band en-
tertained us with wonderful Celtic music

and inspired more than afew membersto
do some dancing. A Silent Auction was
introduced this year to the event. Members
enjoyed browsing through the offerings
which ranged from restaurant gift certifi-
cates to fishing equipment to fine wine.
There were "deals and steals," aswell as
some competitive fun on some particularly
hot items. We raised over $1200 for our
Milfoil Program. Special thanksfor their
generous donationsto our 1% silent auction
to Loraine Abramson, Agway, American
Flatbread, Laurel Austin, Café Provence,
“Budge”’ Churchill , Costello's Market,
Dorid Restaurant, Gills Place , Champlain
Valley Motorsports, Kampersville Deli,
Kampersville Campground, Warren
Kimble, Kingsley Farm, The Little Press
Room, Neshobe Golf Club, Noonie Ddli,
#1 Auto Parts, O'Hanleigh Band, Sue Pot-
ter, Ken Scupp, Steve's Park Diner, Ver-
mont Field Sports, VT Liquid Ski Schooal,
Water House Campground, Ray Wanke,
Woodchuck Flats Enterprises, and Woods
Market Garden. If you were unableto at-
tend this year's picnic, we missed you. We
hope to see you next year.

By: John Ebert

Make sure to check out the Calendar Page on our web site for al the event

listings around the lakes.
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Boating Safety

A Boaters' Safety Coursewas held on June
27 by the Middlebury Recreation Depart-
ment in conjunction with the American
Legion post in Middlebury. Thanksgo to
Tom Scanlon for organizing this event.

Please remind renters and visitorsto the
lake that Vermont State law requires:

Lifejackets must be carriedin all
moving vesseals, and must be

Water Quality

worn at all timeswhen on the
water by children under 12.

Boats go no faster than 5Smph within
200 feet of aswimmer, another
boat or the lake shore.

More information on State Boating Law is
availableonthe VT Dept of Public safety
website at

www.dps.state. vt.usivtsp/index.html where

the boating rule book can befound. Dates
for courses are dso on thiswebsite. Click
on “recreationa enforcement” and then on
“Boating Safety.”

By: Kate William

Thefirst two readings, 6/24 and 7/9 were
preceded by aperiod of alot of showers

and fairly cool temperatures. From 7/9 to
8/4, there were |ots of showers, but it was
fairly warm and humid. From 8/4 to 8/18,
the weather was hot and humid and fairly
dry. From 8/18to 9/2, the westher was

sunny with comfortable temperatures dur-

ing the day, and dry and cool during the
night.

These readings are terrific. A reading
where health concernsariseis 77. Sothe
water quality committee is delighted with
these results for the summer of 2009.

Many thanks to John Ebert who took the

samples from both Lake Dunmore and
Fern Lake, and also delivered them to Por-
ter Hospital. The samples were then
brought to the Vermont Department of
Health in Burlington for analysis.

By Marty Lapidus

6/24/2009 7/9/2009 7/24/2009 8/4/2009 8/18/2009 9/2/2009
LD Sitell 11 2 2 6 0 0
LD Site57 0 5 0 1 0 0
LD Site82 0 3 0 1 0 2
LD Site95 4 0 0 6 2 0
FL Site3 2 10 1 3 5 3
Site Map Located On Page 6
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2009 Water Quality Results

Fern Lake

13e

6/24/2009 | 7/9/2009 | 7/24/2009 | 8/4/2009 | 8/18/2009 | 9/2/2009
LD Site11 11 2 2 6 0 0
LD Site57 0 5 0 1 0 0
LD Site82 0 3 0 1 0 2
LD Site95 4 0 0 6 2 0
FL Site3 2 10 1 3 5 3
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The Dunmore Dip ICE OUT

Sponsored by the Lake Dunmore/Fern Lake Association
Guess the DATE and TIME when
“Lord Dunmore” drops into the lake!
50% of the Proceeds to the Winner
50% to benefit the LDFL Association

Hint: 2009 Ice Out occurred on March 29 at 3:20 PM.

The 2010 winner will be notified by phone and the winning
date and time will be posted on our website <ldfla.com>
Your cancelled check is your receipt of entry. Entries must
be postmarked by March 1. In the unlikely event of a tie,
proceeds will be shared between the winning entries.

Clip and send with your $1 donation per entry to:

LDFLA, PO Box 14, Salisbury, VT. 05769-0014.

All entries must be postmarked by the March 1 deadline.

Name

Address
City

State

Zip

Phone

Email Address

There is NO LIMIT to the number of entries you
may submit. Donation is $1 per entry guess.

Entry 1:
Entry 2:
Entry 3:
Entry 4:
Entry 5:
Entry 6:
Entry 7:
Entry 8:
Entry 9:

Date Time
Date Time
Date Time
Date Time
Date Time
Date Time
Date Time
Date Time
Date Time

AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM

Clip and save for your records. Your check is your receipt.
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AM or PM

Clip and save for your records. Your check is your receipt.

Entry 1:
Entry 2:
Entry 3:
Entry 4:
Entry 5:
Entry 6:
Entry 7:
Entry 8:
Entry o:

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Time
Time
Time
Time
Time
Time
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Time
Time

AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM
AM or PM





