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The summer of 2014 was one to remem-
ber!  In my brief 23 years in Vermont, 
I cannot recall a summer with such 
delightful weather; it was similar to the 
3 Bears Story … not too hot or too cold, 
but just right.  Nice calm days for plenty 
of skiing, kayaking and relaxing in the 
water and numerous windy days for 
exciting sailing and cool evenings leading 
to dreamy slumber.  This weather has 
now given way to the delights of autumn 
and changing of the leaves, removal of 
docks and a brief dip in the water. This 
also brings the time to recognize the 
wonderful work by our outgoing board 
members: President – Sue Potter, Vice 
President – Kate Williams and Milfoil 
Chair - Allen Wilson.  These individuals 
provided immeasurable insights and 
actions to keep the organization cohesive 
and healthy. I now welcome with excite-
ment new board members:  Stephanie 
Foley, Jim Meyersburg, Lisa Peluso and 
Jane von Trapp.  Their interest in serving 
the community should be recognized by 
all.  I look forward to the enthusiasm and 
experience they bring to the board.

Moving from the joys of living and 
sharing the lakes to the functional 
aspects of the organization, I want to 
acknowledge the challenges we face:  the 
loss of most of the executive committee 
and milfoil chair means new challenges 
for board function as we learn new roles. 
Additionally, the Lakes Alive Now and 
Forever campaign exceeded expecta-
tion with pledges > $2M.  One outcome 
is new organizational demands and 
responsibilities and an elevated mem-
bership expectation for board opera-
tion.  I repeat that the new board is in 
its formative stages and trying to rise to 
the occasion.  There will undoubtedly be 
growing pains with obvious progress and 

regression, but I’m confident the orga-
nization will continue to grow together, 
especially given  the talent we have on 
the board and in the community.

Speaking of growing and amazing 
talent, last year, we hired an independent 
group  to review the Milfoil management 
operation and provide insights. (Read 
Jim Meyersburg’s article on the Aquatic 
Invasive Species [AIS] Committee and 
how we are implementing the report into 
our strategy.). The report is up on our 
website with an interesting surprise.  

More amazing things occurred this year 
with the passage of the Shoreland Pro-
tection bill. The legislature and Agency 
for Natural Resources recognized the 
LDFLA as an instrumental player in the 
amendment and writing of the bill.  This 
relationship with state agencies is critical 
to how we’ll learn and succeed in the 
preservation of the lakes.  This is only one 
area that should capture your attention. 
Please review the articles on how our 
finances and Lakes Alive are performing, 
as well as what’s coming in information 
technology and communications. 

As part of our social activities, we 
repeated the annual picnic at Songadee-
win and saw good attendance.  The time 
change was welcomed but did confuse 
a few members.  Hopefully this was a 
positive change.  The picnic seems to 
grow with many elements besides simply 
socializing including: AIS materials and 
discussion, Lakes Alive, the always excit-
ing auction and a suggestion board. 

This last part is a critical element - I’d 
like to continue to hear from members 
about what’s working and what is not.   
Let’s continue to work together to pre-
serve this gift, now and forever! Thank 
you for your support of the association.

Memo from the 
IT Task Force 
by Lisa Peluso

LDFLA’s new President, Chip 
Paison, has assigned a Task Force to 
finalize automations and solutions 
to the Association’s databases and IT 
systems. The Task Force, led by Lisa 
Peluso, includes Chip Paison, Jane 
von Trapp and Jay Michael. We will 
be looking for other contributors as 
the project moves forward. Look for 
monthly updates starting in Febru-
ary, on our website.  The plan is to 
have the systems tested and opera-
tional by 4Q2015. Onward!
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The Executive Committee consists of 
the Association’s officers and has the 
power to act for the LDFLA at times 
other than Board meetings. Meet the 
four trustees elected by the Associa-
tion who have generously donated 
their time and been chosen by the 
board as the Executive Committee 
to lead our organization in fulfilling 
its mission to protect and enhance 
the natural vitality of Lake Dunmore 
and Fern Lake while preserving the 
recreational and lifestyle interest of 
the Lakes’ community.  Each comes 
to the organization with a differ-
ent background and has various 
strengths to offer.  We are lucky to 
have such a strong leadership team 
at a time when the Lakes need it the 
most!  They each look forward to 
working with the board and each 
of you to make the organization the 
best that it can be and welcome any 
input and assistance anyone might 
have to offer.

  

Chip Paison
President
Chip is a native Coloradan who 

moved to Vermont 23 years ago. He 
graduated from the University of Ari-
zona in 1986 and moved soon after to 
Nevada and then to Vermont in 1992 
to work for Omya Inc.  During his 
time at Omya, Chip worked in many 
different capacities gaining knowl-
edge about a variety of industries and 
traveling extensively throughout the 
world. During his time here, Chip 
gained a growing understanding of 
what being a Vermonter and active 
community member is about.  He has 
served the community on the Stafford 
Tech Regional advisory board, as 

Meet the Executive Committee edited by Stephanie Foley

volunteer for Pittsford Food shelf and 
Community Cupboard, and as a vol-
unteer for many Gift of Life Marathon 
blood drives (helping to set national 
records!) Chip was also an active 
member of the Lakes Alive campaign 
and co-chaired the advanced giving.  
Chip and his wife, Joan Gamble, 
bought a Lake Dunmore property 
in 2005 to have a place to enhance 
their love of water activities including 
swimming, sailing, kayaking and wa-
ter skiing. They immediately became 
association members and managed 
to have a boat sink within the first 
month (leaky bellows). Both Chip 
and Joan have grown to love their 
close relationships with neighbors on 
the lake, especially now that they’ve 
retired from their corporate jobs.

  

Jay Michael
First Vice-President
Jay is a graduate of the College of 

Wooster in Ohio (class of 1963) and 
the Wharton Graduate School of the 
University of Pennsylvania (1965).  
Most of his career was with IBM 
including roles as: a programmer in 
Gaithersburg, MD, a salesman in a 
Philadelphia, PA branch office, and 
various management positions, in-
cluding international marketing man-
agement in the Westchester County, 
NY area.  When not at the lake, he 
and his wife, Anna, live in Redding, 
CT.  There, he serves as the treasurer 
of Ogden House, a HUD Section 8 
low income housing unit in the area.  
His love affair with the Lake began 
with a chance visit and vacation in 
1972 with Anna and 2 sons (then ages 
3 & 6).  The attachment grew with 
the purchase of property (now called 

231 Lakeview Drive) in 1975.  In 2006, 
the commitment grew substantially 
with the demolition of the old camp 
and construction of a new year-round 
home from Connor Homes of Mid-
dlebury. Jay and Anna now spend a 
significant amount of time at the lake 
throughout the year.  Jay has served 
on the LDFLA Board of Trustees since 
the fall of 2009 in the capacity of Trea-
surer.  During this time he identified 
the need for substantially increased 
funds to meet future needs.  This led 
to the Lakes Alive – Now & Forever 
capital campaign where he serves as 
the Campaign Director.  He is current-
ly the First Vice President of the Board 
of Trustees. He enjoys woodworking, 
golf, tennis, skiing and the grandkids, 
with varying degrees of skill.  

  

Marion Bauer
Second Vice-President
Marion Bauer has spent summers on 

the Lake since 1985. She has served 
two terms on the Board. Until this 
year, she represented Salisbury on the 
BLSG Mosquito Control board, and 
therefore, was the Lakes’ representa-
tive also. She is the Social Committee 
co-chair and had a grand time work-
ing with other Board and Association 
members organizing the two Socials 
at Edgewater Gallery, the campaign 
Gala and the picnics. When not at the 
Lake, Marion is a psychologist in her 
private practice in Middlebury. She 
has provided counseling to adults and 
children, businesses and courts and 
worked with Addison County schools 
since 1970. She and her husband, 
Brian, raised three children and now 
enjoy five grandchildren.

continued on page 3
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So far this year, 352 residents and businesses have 
paid their dues. This represents 64% of all lake 
property owners. Aside from Lakes Alive campaign 
donations, there were 61 donations ranging from 
$5 to $500. A very special thank you to all who 
support us with donations in any amount. As we 
invest more and more in controlling milfoil in our 
lakes, we appreciate any and all financial support. 
As most of you are aware, LDFLA is a 501(c)3 orga-
nization which means that donations and dues are 
tax deductible. In 2014, dues remained at the 2013 
level of $175 for Commercial, $75 for Residential 
and $50 for Associate members. 
Our web database shows that 54 of our 352 active 

members paid their dues online in 2014. This is a 
convenience to our members and an opportunity 
to update your address, phone numbers, email 
address, street address for the database. We hope 
more members will take advantage of this in 2015. 
To pay online, please go to www.ldfla.com, and 
under the Members tab, use your username and 
password to sign in to your account. If you have 
lost or forgotten your username and/or password, 
you can contact us at membership@ldfla.com , and 
we will resend your username and a temporary 
password that you may wish to change once you’re 
online. Of course, those who prefer may continue 
to mail in their dues to LDFLA, PO Box 14, Salis-
bury, VT 05769.

We plan to publish the 2015-2016 Lakes Directory 
in July, 2015. In the 2013-2014 current Directory 
you may have noticed that dues-paying members 
(i.e. those who paid their dues in 2012) were ac-
knowledged with a star.     For the next directory, 
we will be tracking dues paid in the years 2013 and 
2014. All those paying dues in both these years, 
and all new dues paying members in 2014, will be 
acknowledged with a star.
New members—we encourage you to send your 

check, along with the completed dues request form, 
by regular mail. When your dues are received, you 
will receive instructions for signing into the Mem-
ber section of the LDFLA web database. Your dock 
tag and free lake map will be available at the an-
nual meeting in July 2015 or will be mailed to you 
after the meeting if you are unable to attend.
Additional copies of the beautiful lake maps with 

the Warren Kimble trout are available for $10 for 
members, and $50 for non-members. Please add 
$5 shipping and handling for maps that are to be 
mailed to you.
If you have any questions regarding membership, 

the web database, email, dock tags, directories or 
maps, please contact us at membership@ldfla.com 
or send a letter to LDFLA membership, PO Box 14, 
Salisbury, VT 05769.

  

Stephanie Foley
Secretary
Stephanie’s connection to Vermont 

began at age 13, spending weekends 
in the winter with family skiing and 
teaching skiing at Sugarbush where 
her parents had a ski house.  She con-
tinued that weekend connection to VT 
through college (Rutgers University) 

and spent summers in VT during col-
lege, teaching tennis (Sugarbush and 
Windridge in Craftsbury). She then 
attended law school at the Vermont 
Law School. Internships lead to the 
practice of law in Middlebury, where 
she met her husband Jim. After 
serving as a prosecutor for Addison 
County for a number of years, she 
joined Deppman & Foley, P.C. in Mid-
dlebury where she has been a partner 
since 2006. Stephanie and Jim have 
owned properties on Lake Dunmore 
since 2008, first on the eastern shore 
on Lakeview Drive and currently on 
Rustic Lane. She has been a member 
of the LDFLA since 2008. Before she 
was active in the Lakes Alive cam-
paign, serving as a co-chair of the 
Major Gifts Committee and organiz-
ing the Gala, she filled in running the 
picnic auction in 2013 to help raise 
funds to combat the milfoil problem. 
Stephanie is passionate about pre-
serving our water. Involved in many 
local activities on and off the lake, her 

interests include tennis, platform ten-
nis, waterskiing, snow skiing, softball 
(her firm sponsors, and she organizes 
a team (“The Firm”) to play at our lo-
cal Kampersville field), kayaking, and 
paddle boarding.  Her past and pres-
ent volunteer work includes serving 
as a guardian ad litem in the juvenile 
and family court system, serving as an 
educational surrogate in the Vermont 
Educational Surrogate Parent Pro-
gram, pro bono legal services, includ-
ing serving as an Acting Judge in the 
Addison County state court system, 
one of the instructors who teaches the 
Pro Se Education Course in the Fam-
ily Division of the state court system, 
Middlebury Volunteer Ambulance 
Association (fundraising), Friends of 
Middlebury Football (fundraising), 
coaching local little league for the 
Middlebury Recreation Department, 
and the Addison County Humane So-
ciety (legal advisor and fundraising).  
Stephanie is dedicated to doing all 
that she can to preserve our water.

continued from page 2
Executive Committee
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Check our website, ldfla.com, early and often for latest information.

Communications by Linda Pitkin

Financial Corner 
by Jay Michael

The 2014 operating income and 
expenses (exclusive of the Lakes 
Alive Campaign covered elsewhere) 
are on track with the budgeted 
income of $180,000 and expenses 
of $203,000. That, of course, does 
project a deficit of approximately 
$23,000.  This is not a surprise. 
Two years ago we looked at the 
longer term financial needs and 
projected deficits for 2013 through 
2016. We designed the Lakes Alive 
– Now & Forever Campaign with 
these anticipated deficits in mind 
and have allocated some of those 
funds to meet these likely near 
term deficits.
On the income side, we benefit-

ed from a larger than usual State 
Grant ($87,980) which is reflected 
in our budget. That was consumed 
by the expanded milfoil program, 
which included the purchase and 
construction of the third suction 
harvester and hiring the crew to 
support it. The result is a material 
increase in the amount of milfoil 
pulled. The milfoil and greeter 
expenses (over 85% of our total 
expenses) are budgeted at $174,569 
and projected to come in slightly 
under that number.   
Our thanks to all who participated 

in our various fund raising activi-
ties: The Dunmore Dip, Tee Shirt 
sales, the sale of Maps, and the 
Annual Auction held at the picnic. 
These contributed over $7,500 
to our income. Special thanks to 
Stuart Fraser, our Dunmore Dip 
winner, who, in cooperation with 
Waterhouses, has provided ex-
tra support to our programs and 
effectively donated back all his 
winnings.  And, of course, thanks 
to all who pledged or contributed 
to the Lakes Alive – Now & Forever 
capital campaign.

I’m pleased to report that the association has formed a separate task 
force headed by Lisa Peluso to select and implement the new software 
solution for our website and membership system. It’s rewarding to 
know that so much activity is being focused on what we’ve long recog-
nized as a critical need.
In parallel with the task force’s work, our committee will be explor-

ing improved ways of communicating with you about the important 
issues we face and sharing the joys of being on the lakes. Among 
other things, look for changes in frequency and types of reports 
about our work controlling milfoil; more online articles about sub-
jects of interest; and a full schedule of public talks about the lakes 
area, past and present.
As we begin planning for the upcoming months, we are considering 

presenting additional information about the Lake Wise program; 
presentations about the various other ways of controlling milfoil 
beyond those we are using now; a return visit from Ann Bove to 
discuss milfoil and other aquatic invasives; an exploration of the 
exceptionally large number of native aquatic species living in Lake 
Dunmore (see the newly posted report from the Darrin Fresh Water 
Institute in the Milfoil Updates section of the Milfoil tab on our 
website for the list); and a repeat of Bill Powers’ talks about Aunt 
Jenny and the tea room she once ran at the base of the climb to the 
Cascades and his photo-laden presentation about the grand hotels 
that formerly graced the northern shores of Lake Dunmore. Please 
send me your suggestions for other topics that interest you. We can 
tap into the knowledge of a number of experts and can probably 
present lectures on a surprising number of topics.
I would really enjoy hearing your article ideas for our online maga-

zine. Didn’t know we have one, you say?  Our blog is just that. I think 
it would be fun if we could have articles featuring the art of some of 
the talented artists, photographers, and craftspeople who live on the 
lakes. I know there are many people who could share fascinating life 
stories of accom-plishments and travels. Have you competed in the 
Olympics, received a patent for a nifty gadget, or traveled to Ma-
chu Picchu? Tell us about it. Maybe we could hear from some of the 
multi-generational families on the lakes telling us the stories of life 
over the years. I personally am very interested in learning more about 
the histories of the summer boys and girls camps on Dunmore, most 
of which have their roots dating back decades and have been an im-
portant and constant part of our history. Anyone can submit an article, 
and, if we like it, we’ll post it – you can become a published author!
Which brings me to another topic – do you have writing or com-

mu-nication skills you’d like to offer to the association? Can you 
present a lecture or lead a discussion group on a topic you’d like to 
share with our membership? I welcome the involvement of community 
members as we expand and improve our communications.
Please contact me at lbpitkin@comcast.net if you have thoughts 

about anything I’ve mentioned.



And a Grand 
Celebration it was! 

We thank the private individuals and
business who sponsored the GALA 
Celebration in its entirety.  They are: 
Keewaydin, Glen Peck Electric, 

Naylor and Breen Builders, 
Celebrations Rentals, OMYA,

Dog Team Catering, Switch-
back, Grapevine Grille, 
Waterhouses, Woodchuck
Cider, Hannaford, 
802 Print and Marketing, 

Jennifer Juneo, Peter and
Sue Mackey, William Henry

and Alma Smith Wright
Family, Marion and Brian
Bauer, Jim and Stephanie
Foley, Jack and Gerrie

Willis, Jay and Anna
Michael, John and Mary

Wright, John and Kathy Dick,
Elsie and Stuart Fraser and family,

Duncan Rollason, Jackie and Jerry
Beacham, Sandra Morris and Tom
Wright, Lynne and Glen Peck, Liz and
Jim Cunningham, Matthew and Tracy
Carrara, Rob and Chris Naylor, Chip
Paison and Joan Gamble.

Photos courtesy of Gerrie Willis by Lorraine  Abramson

On a perfectly gorgeous evening in July, the Campaign Cabinet and LDFLA
Trustees welcomed over 250 people to the Lakes Alive GALA celebration
to thank all donors for their generous support.  Under the big tent, an
array of delectable hors d’oeuvres was provided and there was no
shortage of hungry guests. The lovely site of host property owner,
Jennifer Juneo Mullen provided a memorable view of Lake Dun-
more twinkling under the stars. More than one couple reminisced
about taking their wedding vows on this exact historic location. 
Adjacent property owners, Sue and Peter Mackey, graciously facili-
tated all the behind the scenes location logistics. The GALA committee,
led by Chip Paison and Marion Bauer as Association Social Committee

Chairs and ably assisted by Stephanie Foley, Jay and
Anna Michael planned and managed every detail 

flawlessly and made it all look so easy. 
At this first-of-a-kind GALA event, campaign 

contributors from different generations, backgrounds and
economic positions gathered together to celebrate the 

community effort, and the success of the first two years.   In
the early GALA hours, guests enjoyed mingling and conversation

with light fare background music from Bob Mackenzie’s band.  Later in the
evening, the music cranked up and the dance floor was alive with happy feet.  Our
newest acquisition, the Loyal N. Waterhouse (our third milfoil boat) was on dis-
play as well as a truckload of dead milfoil, lest we forget our invasive challenge. 

Jay Michael provided interesting historical background on the Bob and
Shirley Juneo property on which we gathered.  Rob Naylor offered sincere thanks
to all those who made this event possible. From those who shuttled guests to and

from parking lots, to those tending bar, to all those private and
business sponsors who provided funds or services - - it does

take a community to orchestrate an event of this magnitude.
And most importantly, we applauded each other - -  the 
campaign volunteers and donors who made it possible to
create an endowment which will ultimately be the foundation

for protecting and preserving our lakes.  Looking ahead, we
will continue to ask new property owners and lake dwellers who

are missing from our donor list to join us with their financial support. 
To those donors who were unable to attend, you were missed! However,
you were recognized in our first Donor Recognition brochure released that
evening.  Future publications will include donors who joined the campaign effort
since our print deadline of July 10, 2014.
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Facts, Figures and Info
by Jay Michael

The facts are the lakes alive – Now
and Forever Capital Campaign has
succeeded beyond our expectations.  
A year ago we were nearing our mini-
mum pledge goal of $1,725,000.  The
need for funds for near term expenses
(reserves) and for an addition income
stream for the future (endowment)
were understood and accepted by most
of the lakes’ community.  

today the pledges total just
over $2,200,000. Of that, over
$975,000 has already been donated.
This is an outstanding demonstration
of concern and caring for the lakes by
volunteers and donors alike.   

In addition to seeking funds, our
goal for the 2014 year focused on
reaching as many people as possible.
We currently have 520 donors 
including 211 Keewaydin people and
60 alumni from the former Dunmore
Camps for boys and girls.  

In 2014, we initiated investment
accounts for the Endowment Fund and
for the Reserves.  It has been a chal-
lenging year to initiate market based
investments as 2013 was a year of sub-
stantial (really big) increases, and the
risk of cyclical decline has been pres-
ent throughout much of 2014.  We are
proceeding with caution, buying in the
dips, and believe we are building a
base which will serve us well in the
long term.  

The good news and info is “there’s
still time to join us”!!  For those of you
we have not reached, or have been hes-
itant to pledge or donate, please con-
sider what support you might offer.
There are several ways to pledge,
spreading  your commitment out over
as much as five years.  We can help
with stock donations and can assist
with the writing of a bequest.  The
campaign is a commitment to preserve
the beauty and value of the lakes -- to
the benefit of all who use and own
property.  Please consider how you can
do your part – your participation and
support is important.

For more information about the
Campaign or to obtain a pledge or do-
nation form, please contact: 

Jay Michael, 802-352-4301 or email
<jaymichael01@gmail.com> or 

Lorraine Abramson, 802-349-1240
or email <la.ldfla@gmail.com>.   

A Look Back – 
and a View Forward

By Jay Michael

We are now nearly two years into a
major fund raising effort and it seems
appropriate to pause, reflect, say
thanks and take a peek forward.

The need for new, additional funds
was first identified in 2009.  The 
“perfect storm” of increasing milfoil
growth combined with reduced and
uncertain state grant funds compelled
the Board of Trustees to look for alter-
natives.  A Board subcommittee was
formed to consider financial and fund
raising alternatives.  By 2011 a Capital
Campaign seemed the best path and a
second subcommittee was tasked to
determine how best to conduct what
seemed a somewhat overwhelming
task.   We, and I in particular, owe
great gratitude to the people on these
behind the scenes committees.  They
devoted significant time and energy
when results were far from certain.
My thanks to John Barerra, Marion
Bauer, Ellen Flight, Stephanie Foley,
Ben Fuller, Marty Lapidus, Sue Potter
and Jane Von Trapp.   I’d like to say a
special thank you to Sue Potter, who
while serving as Association President,
quickly saw the need for funds and
stood firmly behind our efforts from
inception to fruition.   I’d also like to
thank Pete Hare of the Keewaydin
Foundation and Stu Fraser and 
Waterhouses for their very early
(2012) financial support of our “adven-
ture into fundraising”.

For work over the last two years
we need to thank many, many volun-
teers and donors who have seen the
need and contributed time, talents and
dollars to reach a pledged amount over
$2.2 million.  Our co-chairs, Rob and
Chris Naylor have devoted innumer-
able hours from busy schedules to lead
a Cabinet of volunteers to success (see
listing on the left).  More volunteers
held awareness parties, solicited their
neighbors, worked as road captains,
and launched camp reunions all to
protect and preserve our lakes.  It is a
great community effort and will
provide reserves and future income
badly needed to finance our preserva-
tion battles.

Looking forward, note first that
the lakes alive –Now and For-
ever campaign continues onward.  We
will continue to seek support from new
owners and others around the lakes.
As funds come in and pledges are paid,
we are building our war chest.  Over
$700,000 is now invested in endow-
ment and reserves funds and I expect
that to grow significantly before year
end.  Our investment plans are conser-
vative, long term investments targeted
to produce income and growth to allow
a 4% withdrawal and grow with 
inflation.  We will not withdraw any 
Endowment income prior to 2016 as
that fund gets launched.   We antici-
pate Association operating cost deficits
for the next few years before the 
Endowment income is material, and
we have earmarked funds to cover
those shortfalls.

While exceeding our initial
financial goal is comforting and re-
warding, we must not be complacent.
The initial financial goals were built on
costs we could reasonably anticipate
for milfoil control.  It is pretty clear
that milfoil is not our only enemy.
The fact that we can put a little extra
into our funds is the best news ever.
There is no magic bullet for milfoil.  It
will be a maintenance project for the
foreseeable future.  And the prospect
of other threats makes any additional
funds a vital part of our needs.

We are well ahead of other lakes in
trying to anticipate and plan for the 
future.  Be proud of what you have
done together as a community.   Your
collective support bodes well for our
lakes.  Thank you all.

Your Capital Campaign 
Cabinet Volunteers

Kathy Dick Jim Foley
Stephanie Foley Ben Fuller
Joan Gamble Pete Hare
Steve Kellogg Neil Mackey
Chip Malcolm Nancy Malcolm
Jay Michael Sandie Morris
Rob Naylor Chris Naylor
Chip Paison Duncan Rollason
Bill Shouldice III Carole Shouldice
Jane von Trapp Jack Willis
Allen Wilson Paula Wilson
Debbie Wing John Wright
Mary Porter Wright Tom Wright 
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 The Lakes were alive with the sounds of music, conversation and dance 
this season. We spent significant time and energy designing and carrying 
out the two large events enjoyed by so many. Mid-summer, those who 
participated in the Lakes Alive Campaign came together to celebrate its 
success. Over 250 guests enjoyed a perfect evening on the Mullen and 
Mackey properties at the water’s edge. Co-chairs of the Campaign, Rob 
and Chris Naylor, along with Executive Director, Jay Michael, welcomed 
everyone and thanked them for their generosity and enthusiasm. It was 
a true celebration with marvelous hors d’oeuvres coordinated by Steph-
anie Foley. The cocktails were arranged by Jay Michael. The décor and 
band were arranged by Marion Bauer. Chip Paison coordinated the tent, 
table, chairs etc. There was lots of dancing to the Bob MacKenzie Band. 
Everyone was having such a good time that the dancing was extended an 
extra hour. We can all be grateful for the donations of several people who 
made this event possible. These were separate from the Campaign.
   The season finale was the picnic hosted by Keewaydin Camps at Camp 

Songadeewin. The beautiful setting was complemented by warm, clear 
weather which was enjoyed by over 150 Association members and their 
families.  An important part of the event was the Silent Auction coordi-
nated by Karen Rockow and her committee. The floral center pieces were 
provided by Dede Snyder, with appreciation for the gardens she raided. 
The lovely background music was played by Melange’. The Camp provid-
ed lunch and soft drinks. The stronger beverages were provided by friends 
of the Association coordinated by Chip Paison. The front porch of the pa-
vilion was full of activity while Kate Williams signed people in and saw to 
membership details as Rich Dahlgren informed folks about milfoil. Nancy 
Malcolm and crew provided information about the Campaign. There was 
even a large bulletin board to post questions and/or recommendations.
   The leaves are turning now and many properties are wrapped up for 

the winter, but the Social Committee is thinking ahead to next season. 
Let us know of any ideas you have.

Of Things Social by Marion Bauer

What are those Lake Wise Award signs 
you’re starting to see around Lake Dunmore?     

The Lake Wise Program is offered 
through the Vermont Lakes and Ponds 
Section of the Agency of Natural Re-
sources. It provides lakeshore owners 
with free training in lake-friendly 
“best management practices” to help 
protect lake quality and wildlife hab-
itat. Through Lake Wise, participants 
receive friendly and specific advice 
for fixing potential erosion and runoff 
problems in their landscape. 
The program has established stan-

dards in four categories:  Shoreland, 
Recreation Area, Driveway, and 
Septic and Structure. If a property 
meets the standards in four catego-
ries, it receives the Lake Wise Award 
and is given a sign to display on the 
waterfront. Lake Wise Certificates are 
awarded for properties meeting the 
standard in two or three categories. 

If the suggested changes are made, 
these, too, can earn the Award.
There are already five properties on 

Lake Dunmore that have earned the 
Lake Wise Award and additional own-
ers are working on projects to make 
their properties lake-wise. When 
we reach the point where 15 percent 
of our properties earn Lake Wise 
awards, the association will receive 
the Gold Lake Wise Award. With a 
little effort, we could receive the first 
Gold Lake Wise Award in Vermont.
Many of the properties on our lakes 

are already maintained according to 
the state’s best management practices 
or would need some simple, relatively 
inexpensive modifications to reach 
that goal. Running into 2015, there 
are grants of up to $1000 available to 
design and complete these projects, 
with labor provided by the Vermont 
Youth Conservation Corp. Homeown-
ers need to match only $250 to receive 
the grant. To learn how to participate 
in this program, called The Lakescap-
ing Project, contact:  Judy Davis at 
davisjud@gmail.com or Amy Picotte 
at Amy.Picotte@state.vt.us.
Contact Amy Picotte to arrange 

a visit to your property for a Lake 
Wise evaluation. Contact Linda 
Pitkin at lbpitkin@comcast.net  or 
anyone else displaying a Lake Wise 
sign if you have questions about the 
program from a property owner’s 
perspective. And check our website 
for more information.

Chief Roman Wdowiak reminds 
all property owners to have 
private roads plowed so that the 
snow is thrown far enough to the 
side to let fire engines and other 
wide emergency vehicles through.

Winter Safety Reminder 
from the Brandon Fire Department
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Food/Supermarkets
American Flatbread
A&W
Cabot Creamery
Cafe Provence
Carol’s Hungry Mind
Cattails
Costello’s Market
The Diner
Fire & Ice
Green Peppers
Hancock Hotel 
(Vermont Home Bakery)
Hannaford (Brandon)
Kampersville Deli
McDonald’s
Middlebury Bagel & Deli
Middlebury Sweets
Mr. Up’s
Rosie’s
Sabai Sabai
Subway
Sully’s
VT Sandwich & Soup
Wood’s Market Gardens

Garden
Greenhaven Gardens
Pinewood Gardens
VT Natural Ag Products

Drink
Jay Michael
Neshobe Winery
Otter Valley Winery

From Vermont teddy bears to hand-made quilts to a 
multi-course gourmet dinner prepared by LDFLA’s Chef 
Steph, the 2014 LDFLA silent auction had it all. With 
dozens of items listed, folks attending the annual picnic at 
Camp Songadeewin were invited to bid on a massive selec-
tion of items of all types and prices. 
   Thanks to the labors of Karen Rockow, Joan Drew, Lor-

raine Abramson, Jay Michael, and a host of other hunters, 
gatherers, arm-twisters, phoners, and crew helping to 
display items in the dining hall (Stephanie Foley, Dennis 
and Sharon Borchardt, Jan Dilworth, Carol Campell, Jim 
Meyersburg, Louise Salant, Dede Snyder, Lynne Peck, Chip 

Paison and others), the auction pulled in $3,456 for our 
milfoil campaign. Coming so quickly after the Gala and its 
fundraising efforts, I think we can be very pleased with the 
results, even if we fell far short of last year’s record-break-
ing auction. Thanks, too, to the many members and busi-
nesses who so generously donated items and the folks who 
bid so generously. 
   It’s not too early to think about next year’s auction. 

We’re going to need more people to make phone calls, visit 
businesses, and collect items for the auction. If you’d like 
to donate a new item or suggest a business to solicit, con-
tact karen@northcovecottages.com. 

2014 Auction by Karen Rockow

Auction 2014 Donors

Health/Fitness
Middlebury College Snow Bowl
Middlebury Fitness
Neshobe Golf Course
Vt. Liquid Ski School
Vermont Sun

Individuals
Sharon and Dennis Borchardt
John Ebert
Stephanie Foley
Gail Muenchow
Lynne Peck
Bill Powers
Karen Rockow
Ken Scupp
Margaret Weber
Andrea/Bruce Wilson

Giftware
Apple Mountain
Bread Loaf View Farm
Kampersville General Store
Maple Meadow Farm
Mendy’s Clothing and Accessories
Otter Creek Brewery
Otter Creek Kitchenware
and Electronics
Shapiro’s
Sweet Cecily
Vermont Book Shop
Vermont Folklife Center
Vermont Kitchen Supply
Vermont Soap
Woodchuck Cider
Woodware

Services
Champlain Valley 
Small Animal Mobile Clinic
Gill’s Place
Middlebury Animal Hospital
Waterhouses Campground

Lumber/Hardware/
Furnishings
Agway
Aubuchon/Middlebury
Blue Seal Feed
Brandon Lumber
Countryside Carpet & Paint
Goodro Lumber
Martin’s Hardware
Paris Farmers Union
r.k. Miles
Taylor Rental

Arts/Crafts
Brian Bauer, Jr.
Ginger Snaps
Joan Drew
Kate Hays
Sue Mackey
Maple Landmark
Lynne Peck
Gary Starr
George Wetmore (ClocksbyGeorge)
Ashley Wolff
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As I am sure everyone is aware, 
there are many tasks to be accom-
plished to keep our Association 
and lakes thriving.  To that end, the 
Nominating Committee is looking for 
as many volunteers as possible to join 
Board Members in serving on one or 
more of the Association’s committees.  
Whether you are able to offer signif-
icant time or only a few hours, your 
help would be greatly appreciated.  
Do you have, or know of someone 
who may have technological skills?  
How about administrative skills?  
These are only a couple of the areas 
in which we need assistance.  There 
are many different ways in which you 
could help.  If you think you may be 
able to offer some help in some way 
on one of the following committees 
(or know of someone else who could 
help), please contact me!  Remember, 
it takes a village!

Committees:

Nominating

Aquatic Invasive Species

Audit

Membership Coordination

Communications

Insect Control

Water Safety

Fundraising

Social Events/Annual Picnic

Information Technology Task Force

Thank you for your consideration.

Nominating Committee Report
by Stephanie Foley

Trustee Contacts
Chip Paison, President
802-773-8907 or 802-236-2470
124 Dogwood Ln., Leicester, VT 05733
Mail: 256 Grove St., Rutland, VT 05701
Email: chip.livelaughlove@gmail.com

Jay Michael, 1st VP
203-938-2342 or 802-352-4301
231 Lakeview Dr., Leicester, VT 05733
Email: jaymichael01@gmail.com

Marion Bauer, 2nd VP
802-352-4219 or 802-388-6812
2536 Lake Dunmore Rd., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 333 Mead Lane, Middlebury, VT 05753
Email: mariondbauer@comcast.net

Stephanie Foley, Secretary
802-352-4587 or 802-388-3337; 802-363-
4969(c)
435 Rustic Ln., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 4411 Munger St., New Haven, VT 05472
Email: sbfoley@middlaw.com

John Barrera
802-388-7421 or 802-353-6543
1722 Lake Dunmore Rd., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 688 Weybridge St., Middlebury, VT 05753
Email: barrera@middlebury.edu

Pete Hare
802-388-2216
3 Heritage Circle, Middlebury, VT 05753
Email: pete@keewaydin.org

Sue Mackey
802-352-6617
873 West Shore Rd., Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: suemackey@c21jack.com

Jim Meyersburg
802-352-4261 or 239-272-5494(c)
239-591-3313(FL)
133 Bay Shore Dr., Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: jimmeyersburg@msn.com

Lisa Peluso
609-388-1029
41 Sunset Point, Leicester, VT 05769
Mail: 12 Fleetwood Dr., Hamilton, NJ 08690
Email: peluso.lisa@gmail.com

Linda Pitkin
802-771-7156
162 Dogwood Dr., Leicester, VT 05733
Mail: 556 Weybridge St., Middlebury, VT 
05753
Email: lbpitkin@comcast.net

Karen Rockow
802- 352-4236
1958 Lake Dunmore Rd., Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: Karen@northcovecottages.com

Dede Snyder
802-247-8101
512 Indian Trail, Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: P.O. Box 173, Forest Dale, VT 05745
Email: wfjs.vt@gmail.com

Jane von Trapp
802-247-4867 or 203-938-9460
203-313-3245(c)
162 Indian Trail, Leicester, VT 05733
Mail: 194 Lonetown Rd., Redding, CT 06896
Email: sjvontrapp@aol.com

Pictured here is the construction site 
of the new Verizon cell tower being 
built off Shackett Road in Salisbury. 
Completion is expected by the end of 

January and service will extend to the 
lakes area. 

We’re assured the 100 foot tower 
should be virtually invisible from the 
lakes, hidden by the 80 foot trees 
surrounding it.

Put Down the Old Soup Cans and String. 
You Won’t Need Them Much Longer.
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My name is Jim Meyersburg. I am a life-
long seasonal resident of Lake Dunmore 
and have recently inherited the job of 
overseeing the Invasive Species Commit-
tee for LDFLA. My predecessor, Allen 
Wilson, had developed the systems and 
equipment we are currently using. We 
will continue on the same path and will of 
necessity expand it.

This year has been a rewarding yet chal-
lenging year for the LDFLA milfoil pro-
gram. We have managed to remove 7000 
bushels of milfoil from the bottom of our 
lakes, a huge amount. This has taken the 
efforts of 4 crews working as much as 
seven days a week in all conditions. This 
is a sizable increase over the 5000 bushels 
of the previous year.

Milfoil grows in water less than 20 feet 
deep. It grows upward and tries to reach 
the surface, where it blooms. It propagates 
by shedding little pieces of itself which 
float away and sink and root themselves to 
grow a new plant. The process is accelerat-
ed when the plant is chopped up by a boat 
propeller or paddle. People don’t realize 
that they do this just by driving their boats 
through patches of the weed.

As a result of this, and other factors, our ef-
forts, as good as they’ve been, have not quite 
kept up with the exponential growth of the 
plant. In response, the LDFLA has formed 
a dedicated milfoil committee to attack the 
problem. The committee has, and continues 
to study ways to do this. This problem is 
common to most lakes in North America 
and barring some new breakthrough, the 
well-proven tools are limited.

The main tools are:
Suction Harvesting: Our main line of 

defense. Divers manually pull each plant 
from the bottom, carefully getting the en-
tire root when possible. The entire plant 
is then sucked to the deck of the harvest-
er boat where it is placed in buckets for 
disposal on land. This process invariably 
creates little floating fragments which 
could root themselves, so other divers 
catch them as they float by. This calls for 
many divers in the water and workers on 
the boat. They can only work each area 
a limited time as the water becomes so 
murky they can’t see. This is an arduous 
job, the workers need to be skilled and 
strong. I can’t say enough about the crew.
Bottom barriers: We have applied 

for and received state permits to start 
employing these next year. These are used 
where it is impractical to pull plants by 
hand, such as in rocky or clay soil where 
the diver’s fingers can’t get the entire root.

Weevils: These aquatic insects with an 
appetite for milfoil are so far an unproven 
technology that has received extensive 
attention from Prof. Sally Sheldon at 
Middlebury College. We have a test sec-
tion on Fern Lake we are watching. There 
have been some success stories on other 
lakes, but each lake is different. Weevils 
could eventually be successful on Fern 
Lake but the numbers would have to be a 
multiple of what we now have. They might 
naturally grow enough to be effective, but 
it would take years. We don’t have time 
for that. If we purchase lab raised weevils 
(very expensive) and introduce them, they 
might eat all the milfoil and then die for 
lack of food, only to have the milfoil return 
immediately. This is just an example of the 
challenges of seeking a balance in nature. 
Herbicides: We have been working 

closely with the state and also studying 
what other lakes have been doing suc-
cessfully. The newer, more selective and 
specific herbicides do not kill most aquatic 
plants. The Washington State Department 
of Ecology reports, “Using a selective 
herbicide is an excellent way of selectively 
removing Eurasian watermilfoil while 
allowing native plants to flourish.” As a 
result of this research, we will be applying 
to the state for a permit to use milfoil-spe-
cific herbicides on a very limited basis to 
address some particularly difficult patches. 
The goal is to treat these areas so they are 
reduced sufficiently to be able to use our 
traditional methods once again for ongoing 
control. The permitting process is long 
and complicated, but with cooperation 
from the state and the licensed herbicide 
applicator, we are hoping that we will get 
this permit in a timely manner.
Isolation: This consists of posting an af-

fected area with buoys to prevent boaters 
from creating fragments. We currently do 

this with the red buoys to limited effect. 
For us to actually cordon off an area is 
illegal and would require getting a state 
permit. We are considering this for a few 
key areas of heavy infestation and high 
boat traffic. We are in the process of apply-
ing for a state permit to allow us to protect 
the areas of high infestation until we can 
get the appropriate herbicide permits.

In addition, we had a successful greet-
er program at the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department Access Area next to 
Waterhouses. People were there during 
most of the high volume hours during the 
season to inspect the boats coming into 
our lake for other invasive species and 
to educate the boaters about the milfoil 
problem. We documented 943 boats 
inspected this year!

Communication with the membership is of 
paramount importance. There is currently 
no good way to give the milfoil crew the 
exact location of a reported patch. Since 
no street addresses are visible from the 
water, the crews must be told to look for 
some identifying mark like a roof color or a 
particular tree. It would be helpful if home-
owners would post their address visible 
from lakeside. We are  investigating ways 
for property owners to electronically report 
new milfoil infestations to the milfoil crew 
and also enable the crew to prepare maps 
and reports of their progress. We are ac-
tively researching and perusing all available 
state and federal grant opportunities to help 
subsidize our funding.

This winter, we will be preparing for a suc-
cessful season next year by repairing and im-
proving our fleet of boats, building a fourth 
harvester which should give us enough 
capacity to get ahead of the infestation, as 
well as pursuing the necessary state permits 
and hiring the new year’s milfoil crew.

Aquatic Invasive Species Report by Jim Meyersburg


