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Greetings to all members of the Lake 
Dunmore Fern Lake Association and 
readers of this Fall 2016 edition of the 
LDFLA newsletter.  I am writing this 
“President’s Report” as the summer 
season, at least as far as the calendar 
is concerned, is coming to an end.  By 
all accounts, we all experienced yet 
another spectacular summer living on 
and recreating in these two beautiful 
gifts of nature – Lake Dunmore and 
Fern Lake.
I am pleased to announce follow-

ing our Annual Membership Meet-
ing held on July 11, 2016, our new 
Trustees were installed, and new 
officers were nominated and elected 
by the Board.  The Board elected me, 
Jim Foley, President, Jim Meyers-
burg First Vice-President, Courtney 
DeBisschop Second Vice-President, 
re-elected Jim Cunningham Treasur-
er, and re-elected Stephanie Foley 
Secretary.  These same individuals 
also make up the “Executive Com-
mittee” of the Association.  I thank 
all of the members of the Executive 
Committee, as well as all of the Board 
members for their service to the 
Association.  Through their volunteer 
efforts and service to the Association, 
the lakes, residents and the commu-
nity at large greatly benefit.
I also want to take this opportunity 

to thank the many volunteers and 
committee members who are not 
necessarily members of the Board 
of Trustees for giving their time and 
effort in connection with fundraising, 
delivering notices, gathering infor-

mation for membership, setting up 
the Annual Meeting, organization the 
Annual Association Picnic, and the 
myriad of other events/tasks all of 
which make the Association a better 
organization and the lakes a more de-
sirable place to visit, live and recreate.
I also want to take a brief moment to 

express gratitude to the prior service 
of the immediate past President, 
Chip Paison.  I had the opportunity 
as First Vice-President to serve with 
Chip, and I can tell you based on my 
first-hand knowledge and experience, 
Chip and his family worked diligently, 
tirelessly, and selflessly advancing all 
of the many interests and issues that 
are important to the Lake Dunmore 
Fern Lake Association.  As I ex-
pressed to the Board of Trustees at 
our first meeting on August 1, 2016, 
we all need to emulate the efforts of 
Chip Paison’s period of leadership, 
and I will rely heavily upon the efforts 
and assistance of my fellow Board 
members to “fill those shoes”.  
I now want to take the opportunity 

to let all of you know as I expressed 
to the Board members, my objectives 
during the coming term.  Clearly, 
there are a myriad of issues and 
objectives which the Association 
addresses, but my focus in the near 
term will be:  eradication/control of 
non-native invasive species, continu-
ing the improvement of communi-
cations to and among Association 
members, and fundraising/building 
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Message from the President
continued from page 1

the membership base.  The remaining 
portions of this “Report” are intended 
to expand upon those basic thoughts.
Eradication/Control of Non-
Native Invasive Species
As you all are no doubt aware, Jim 

Meyersburg (First Vice-President) 
also is the Chairman of our “Aquatic 
Invasive Species Committee”.  This 
newsletter also contains his report 
describing the successes and chal-
lenges faced by his committee.  As 
most of you are well aware, one of 
the most significant challenges facing 
our lakes is the spread of Eurasian 
Milfoil, a particularly aggressive 
non-native invasive species which 
came to our lakes some 20+ years ago 
and has continued to thrive.  As Jim’s 
report makes clear, we experienced 
some significant success this year 
with application of a highly selective 
herbicide the result of which enabled 
our suction harvester crews to focus 
on other sections of the lakes which 
had less intense milfoil growth, but 
nonetheless still required harvesting.  
While the success of the milfoil con-
trol efforts is now fairly well known 
and documented, it is important for 
all members and non-members alike 
to clearly understand this challenge 
will never go away and will continue 
to require our collective support, both 
in-kind, and monetarily.  To be blunt, 
this leadership has in the past and 
will continue in the future to focus 
upon the best possible tactics to em-
ploy in battling the invasive species 
which adversely affect our lakes, and 
to that end, will dedicate the man-
power and financial resources neces-
sary to combat the problems we face.  
Make no mistake, the “Lakes Alive” 
fundraising effort was a wonderful 
success.  But I would be remiss if I 
did not make clear that that single 
fundraising effort will not be the last.  
The budgetary challenges the Asso-
ciation has faced in the past and will 
continue to face in the future will 
make additional meaningful fund-
raising efforts a critical component 
to the success to each and every bat-
tle we undertake against non-native 
invasive species.

Communications
Another core objective of the Associ-

ation during the coming year will be 
to facilitate and enhance the Associ-
ation’s ability to communicate with 
you, our members, and also enhance 
our ability to allow our members to 
communicate with one another and 
with the Association.  To accomplish 
this goal, the Association has modi-
fied the website, provided enhanced 
features which hopefully make the 
website more user-friendly, and 
we have also undertaken a project 
beginning late summer/early fall to 
update the contact information of ev-
ery member and homeowner around 
the lakes so as to ensure we have 
proper addresses, email addresses, 
telephone numbers, etc. for all of you 
who live on, frequent, and recreate 
on Lake Dunmore and/or Fern Lake.  
I take this opportunity to thank Rich 
Dahlgren, Chair of our Membership 
Committee, and Courtney DeBiss-
chop/Joan Gamble, Chairs of the 
Communications Committee, who 
are together working so diligently to 
achieve this objective.  If/when any 
of you are approached by Association 
members seeking to update our data-
base with your personal information, 
please give them your attention and 
the information requested so that we 
can better serve all of you through 
the website and our new communica-
tion portals.
Membership/Fundraising
My third objective as President is 

to do everything possible to increase 
the membership in the Association 
in such a way that every property 
owner is, or becomes, a registered 
member of the Association.  As noted 
above, I thank Rich Dahlgren for his 
work as the Chair of the Membership 
Committee, whose work will lay the 
foundation creating a pathway for us 
to communicate directly with every 
property owner and encourage each 
and every owner to become a member 
of the Association.  In this regard, 
the message I want everyone to hear 
loud and clear is not only will the 
Association benefit from registration 
of new members (which will enhance 
the Association’s fiscal stability), 
but I can also guarantee to all new 

members that they will thoroughly 
enjoy and benefit from the enhanced 
communications regarding Associa-
tion activities and accomplishments, 
and also enjoy the social and recre-
ational opportunities which mem-
bership in the Association provides.  
Thus, I encourage everyone reading 
this newsletter to go to the LDFLA 
website (www.ldfla.com) and observe 
for yourselves just one of the many 
benefits of membership.  When you 
visit the site, you will also be afforded 
the opportunity to register online as 
a new (or returning) member and 
update your information.
Finally, I invite comments and 

suggestions from everyone.  I and our 
Board of Trustees, all of whom are 
volunteers, will do our best to work 
for you, for the lakes, and for a stron-
ger Association.  To that end, I also 
encourage any one or more of you 
to take the opportunity to volunteer 
your time, efforts and/or expertise to 
assist furthering the mission of and 
the experience of the Lake Dunmore 
Fern Lake Association.

 With the help of Bill and 
Heather Shouldice, we 
currently are keeping an 
eye out for legislative issues 
that may affect the lake. It 
is our plan to meet with our 
local representatives after 
the elections in November 
to introduce ourselves and 
build working relationships, 
so as issues that affect the 
lake arise in the future, we 
will be able to work coop-
eratively our state senators 
and legislators. We expect 
things to be quiet until after 
the elections.

Legislative 
Committee Report 
by Jeff  Benton

http://www.ldfla.com
http://www.ldfla.com
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Meet Your Trustees

Greetings from your board of 
trustees!  As you have seen in our 
newsletters, we have been intro-
ducing to you, a few at a time, 
the trustees you have elected or 
who have been appointed to lead 
this wonderful organization.  We 
hope you enjoy getting to know 
all of us!  We can tell you, we have 
enjoyed getting to know all of you 
through working with the LDFLA.  
This month, we formally intro-
duce to you Courtney DeBiss-
chop, Jennifer Juneo Mullen, Jeff 
Benton and Ira Lewis.

Courtney is a native Vermonter 
growing up in Ferrisburgh, near the 
Basin Harbor Club, she spent her 
summers on Lake Champlain.  She 
currently lives in Middlebury with 
her husband Matt and two children.  
She works as real estate broker for 
IPJ Real Estate and has been licensed 
since 2000.  Courtney is also co-own-
er of DeBisschop Excavating LLC 
and owns/manage numerous rental 
properties.  In addition, she’s active 
in community and is the President of 
the Addison County Board of Real-
tors, an Addison Chamber of Com-
merce Member, a National Associ-
ation of Realtors Member, and has 
been a Girls on the Run Coach.
Courtney has been an owner on 

Lake Dunmore since 2015.  She 
enjoys kayaking, paddle boarding, 
skiing, snow shoeing, gardening and 
being outside.

Courtney DeBisschop

The Benton family has owned a 
home on Lake Dunmore since 1998. 
Before that they rented on the lake 
annually since 1979. Wendy is third 
generation on the lake as her grand-
parents rented here annually since 
her late mother was a child. Wendy’s 
father and cousin also own property 
on the lake.  
Jeff has served on the LDFLA In-

vestment committee since its incep-
tion. He also serves on the Finance 
and Planning Committee of Neshobe 
Golf Club. Jeff is a co-founder, Man-
aging Partner, and Chief Investment 
Strategist of Fairfield Advisors. 
Fairfield is a hedge fund focused on 
volatility trading strategies.  Prior 
to forming Fairfield, Jeff enjoyed a 
25-year career as a member of the 
New York Stock Exchange, serving 
on many committees, including 4 
years as a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Exchange. Jeff was 
also COO of RPM Specialist Corp 
and COO of Kellogg Specialist Corp. 
He is a former member of the NYSE, 
New York Futures Exchange, the 
New York Options Exchange, and 
owned an options market-making 
firm on the CBOE.  Jeff received a 
BA in Business Administration from 
Bucknell University.

Jeff  Benton

My name is Jennifer Juneo Mullen 
and I am a lake resident.  I have been 
in and around Lake Dunmore my 
entire life. My family has close ties 
with the area, as my grandfather was 
from Salisbury and owned a place on 
the lake for several years (near Cove 
Point). My parents, Shirley and Bob 
Juneo, moved here permanently in 
1989. My father was a fixture in the 
LDFLA for many years.  He served 
as both secretary and treasurer at 
different points in his “career” (and 
sometimes at the same time)! He was 
a major part of many projects includ-
ing dock tags, lettering the lake roads 
for 911, working on getting money set 
aside for milfoil, just to name a few.  
I moved to the lake permanently a 

year ago in January, from the Northern 
Virginia area (Loudoun County, to be 
exact—right outside of Washington, 
D.C.).  I have a both a bachelor’s degree 
and master’s degree in education (from 
Radford University and George Mason 
University). I have one daughter, Whit-
ney, who is currently attending Radford 
University.  I married and amazing 
man this summer —Christopher 
Sommer.  (Incidentally, we met here at 
Sunset Lodge when we were kids!  This 
lake is a magical place!)  
I have such a deep and abiding love 

for these lakes!  I am technically a 4th 
generation Salisbury resident and lake 
person!!  I am currently serving as the 
LDFLA representative to the Salis-
bury Conservation Commission.  Lake 
Dunmore holds so many special mem-
ories for me and my family.  We love 
the area and all it represents.  I am 
deeply honored to have been asked to 
serve on the board. 

Jennifer Juneo Mullen

Please feel free to check our website 
where you will find bios and photo-
graphs of all current trustees, so you 
can put faces to names!  Also, please 
feel free to contact any one of us at 
any time with questions, concerns, 
suggestions, and best of all offers to 
assist!  All of our contact information 
can be found right here in this news-
letter.  We look forward to working 
with all of you!



Aquatic Invasive Species Milfoil Report 
by Jim Meyersburg
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The 2016 milfoil season is all but behind us, and for the first time 
in years, we can report that we’ve significantly reduced the growth of 
the weed.
For years, Lake Dunmore and Fern Lake have suffered an infestation 

of Eurasian Milfoil with a steady but linear growth pattern which was 
effectively kept in check, first by homeowner volunteers, and later by 
an organized harvesting group using mechanized suction harvesters. 
Five years ago, Hurricane Irene washed a huge amount of nutrients 
into the lakes from forests and Moosalamoo. This kick started an un-
precedented growth spurt of the milfoil, which by 2015 prompted us 
to ramp up our harvesting operation to an all-time high of 4 harvest-
ers and 20 divers. We were stretching the budget, working overtime, 
and yet, at the end of the season, we had barely kept up with the 
growth. This was not sustainable!
There are a limited number of harvesting methods which we are 

allowed by the state. Every one of them is permitted separately. 
We used almost all. The last method is a targeted herbicide aimed 
squarely at the milfoil. The state is very careful giving permits for 
this. After surveys and studies, we were given permission to apply 
Renovate to a very limited number of high growth areas. The results 
were startling. Within a month, the dense forests of milfoil which we 
targeted were gone. No other native species appeared to have been 
affected. In areas adjacent to the targeted areas, the milfoil growth 
was somewhat reduced. 
The herbicide application, while expensive, allowed us to reduce our 

traditional harvesting crew by half, essentially staying within the orig-
inal budget, and made the traditional harvesting much more effective. 
We could target new growth areas, instead of slogging through acres 
of dense existing forests. By the end of the season, with the reduced 
crew, we were keeping up with, and even getting ahead of new growth.
When we started this season, we had no experience with the herbicide 

method, so it has been a learning curve. I believe we were helped by 
this summer’s drought, which kept fresh nutrients from the lake. Every 
season will be different. We have a five year permit for the herbicide, 
which allows us to apply for fresh applications within that time peri-
od. Every application will still be permitted separately. It nevertheless 
looks like we may be relying on this method again in the future.

Ira’s affection for Vermont and our 
lakes began in 1979 when his wife, 
Arlene - a physical education teacher 
during the school year - became the 
“Head Counsellor” and Director of 
Camp Dunmore for Girls . . . the sister 
camp to Dunmore for Boys.  For the 
next 17 years he would drive up on 
summer weekends to enjoy life in Ver-
mont, escaping from the pressured in-
sanity of the advertising world in New 
York City - - - where he also spent his 
childhood dreaming of “living in the 
country” and avoiding the fumes from 
M104 broadway buses.
After 10 years of searching for a va-

cation spot on Lake Dunmore, Arlene 
and Ira were lucky enough to find 
their “escape” home on Fern Lake. 
They’ve had it for 25 years and now 
live here for 5 months a year.  (To 
this day he claims that when crossing 
into Vermont from New York the 
magical aroma of Vermont farming 
erased all business tension and wor-
ry: like smelling salts to a boxer.)   
Ira graduated from NYU (BS-Mar-

keting) and City College of New York 

Ira Lewis (MBA).  This academic preparation 
led to a career in advertising and 
marketing - responsible for directing 
agencies’ communication and mar-
keting efforts for a wide variety of 
manufacturers and services, includ-
ing Procter & Gamble and Colgate to 
Six Flags and NBC.  He also helped 
establish and significantly expand 
two of the leading “in-store” market-
ing companies that enabled pack-
aged goods manufacturers to extend 
their advertising and sales efforts 
into major supermarket chains 
across the U.S.

Ira and Arlene have two children, 
two grandchildren and two dogs: 
eight year old Chance and a nine 
week old puppy named Tukka.  
You can find Ira either at Neshobe 
combatting his slice; under water 
hand-pulling milfoil or sweeping 
up fragments while exercising on 
his kayak . . . or, mostly, in his yard 
attempting to train Tukka.  He is 
currently on the LDFLA milfoil com-
mittee and is committed to ensuring 
that uninhibited swimming, sailing 
or skiing on lakes Dunmore and Fern 
continue for all - forever. 

Check our 
website:

ldfla.com
early & often 

for latest 
information

http://www.ldfla.com
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First, the business of the capital campaign:  Underway since 2013, we have
achieved remarkable success thanks to the efforts of over 321 lake residents plus an 
additional 60 donors, many of whom were campers at the lakes in years past.  The 
income producing endowment has grown to over $1 million, reserves are rebuilt to
$300,000 and anticipated current operational costs and campaign expenses of
$308,000 have been met. As planned, in late 2016 we will make our first draw on the
endowment earnings to help defray the decline in state support.

Second, today we know more about our current lake preservation (Eurasian
Water Milfoil specifically) challenges.  While milfoil growth was significant though the
years 2008 to 2012, the growth during 2013-2015 was alarming.  Nearly all of Fern
Lake and over 50% of Lake Dunmore are shallow enough to support milfoil growth.  In
2015, the harvesting effort was increased with another boat, additional crew and longer
hours of operation. Even with this additional resource the suction harvesting was not
keeping pace; additional mitigation was imperative.   This led to application for and 
approval of the use of herbicides in both lakes.  In 2016, nearly 80 heavily infested acres
were treated at a cost of approximately $90,000. The initial results are encouraging as
the targeted milfoil has died thus reducing both plants and fragments which might 
become new plants.  Herbicides and other techniques offer hope, but not certainty, of
gaining control and gradually reducing milfoil expansion.  While unknown for sure,
hopefully herbicides will not have to be repeated annually.  What we do know is the size
of the battle with milfoil (and the cost of the fight) will remain significant for years.

Third, as we attempt to look further into the future, threats beyond Eurasian
Water Milfoil abound.  Animal invaders such as Zebra and Quagga Mussels, Asian
Clams, and Spiny Waterfleas are all in the region.  The best action is prevention and
thus our increased inspections at the access areas.  Vegetable threats include Water
Chestnuts and the dreaded Hydrilla.  Again, boat inspections are the best spread pre-
vention measures.  Increased attention must be paid to phosphorous and chlorophyll
levels and tracking of algae.  While it’s difficult to impossible to estimate the costs of
these threats and containment programs there is no doubt there will be added costs!  

So the good news is we’ve taken a giant step to increase our financial resources
and they have already enabled expanded lake preservation programs.  It is equally 
true that each and every dollar of additional funds will help us prepare for an uncertain
future.

If you have not joined the Lakes Alive team yet, there is still time.  Make a
pledge and write a check to help insure the future.  The campaign runs through the end
of 2018 and you can make a difference. 

LAKE DUNMORE FERN LAKE ASSOCIATION
Lakes Alive Capital Campaign 

P.O. Box 14, Salisbury, VT 05769 
or call Jay Michael at 802-352-4301

Total Pledges $2,276,483.

Received $1,707,445.

12 or more thread-like
segments pairs.

Looking for a few leaders ….
This is not for everyone --- but perhaps it works for you! If you love and want

to preserve the lakes for generations to come, please consider including LDFLA in your 
future giving plans. Known as “planned giving”, it can be as simple as a bequest in your
will or more sophisticated gifts including charitable trusts and gift annuities.   Here is a
way to show your desire and devotion to the preservation of our “little bit of heaven”
without an immediate outflow of dollars.  By including the lakes in your will you are
demonstrating the importance of the lakes in your life and helping to insure their 
future.  It’s not hard to do and we can help. If interested, contact Jay Michael 
(802-352-4301 or jaymichael01@gmail.com) for more info.  If the timing is right,
please take a lead role and help us launch this charitable giving for the lakes.
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Membership
by Rich Dahlgren

Thank you all who have 
supported the association with 
annual dues and additional 
donations. Protecting our 
lakes has become an expensive 
endeavor and your dues fund a 
substantial part. Your member-
ship dues help fund mosquito 
control, milfoil removal, water 
quality studies, shoreline and 
water shed protection, water 
safety, legislative issues, and 
community outreach.
Each and every member is im-

portant to the health, beauty, 
and enjoyment of our lakes!  If 
you have not joined, please re-
consider. If you are new to the 
lakes community, we invite you 
to join. It is never too late. Just 
go to www.ldfla.com/member, 
log in and pay with PayPal, or 
send a check ($75 per property 
for regular members, $50 for 
associate members, and  $175 
for commercial members. Our 
address is:

LDFLA
PO Box 14
Salisbury, V 05769

We tried to canvas all home-
owners to increase the accuracy 
of the information in our new 
multifunctional information 
technology system. If you 
participated, thank you for 
your help. If you’re not sure if 
your information is correct or 
you’d like to add more family 
members, please go to www.
ldfla.com/member, log in and 
update your information.
Again, thank you for support-

ing the Lake Dunmore/Fern 
Lake Association!

We have a new way all of you can easily give to the association with no 
work or money, thanks to Jay Michael, and better yet, it doesn’t cost 
the association either! Thru Amazon Smile we receive donations from 
Amazon equaling one half a percent of the value of your Amazon pur-
chases. Each quarter we receive a direct deposit of funds from Amazon. 
Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know, with the same products, 
same prices, and the same service. People simply log on through a por-
tal called Smile.Amazon.com. On your first visit to Amazon Smile be-
fore you begin shopping select Lake Dunmore Fern Lake Association so 
we can receive credit from eligible purchases. Amazon will remember 
your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at Amazon 
Smile will result in a donation.  

Other fundraising efforts include:

 • The Dunmore Dip raised less than usual, due to the weather  
  causing the ice to melt before we had time to get the Dunmore  
  Dip campaign up to full steam. We raised $529. Thank you to  
  all who participated!
 • Annual picnic fundraising efforts included both a 50/50 and  

  kayak raffle. Thru the raffles $945 was raised! 
 • For the 2017 picnic raffle we will be working with a few major  

  businesses to ask for  larger item donations that will be   
  auctioned or raffled.  
 • We will also be adding a local service provider page to the  

  LDFLA website. For a fee, local businesses will be able to  
  advertise their available services to association members.

Fundraising Committee Report by Brian Pray

Sue Potter died on September 22, 2016 
after a long illness, at the age of 68.

A longtime member of the LDFLA, Sue 
served on multiple committees over the 
years, as Vice President and Legislative 
Chair from 2008-2011, and as President 
from 2011- 2014. She was instrumen-
tal in launching the Lakes Alive Capital 
Campaign in 2012 and was a generous 
donor. She wanted to be remembered as 
someone who loved the lakes. She was 
a tireless fighter for the lakes environ-
ment, bringing the Lakewise Program on 
shoreland best management practices to 
prominence in 2013. No task or challenge 
was too big or too small for Sue (including 
driving the mosquito control truck down 
narrow access roads well past midnight). 
She will be remembered for her leader-
ship role, her determination, her courage, 
her friendships and her wicked sense 
of humor. She will be missed by all who 
knew her and her legacy will benefit the 
lakes for future generations. Donations in 
her memory may be made to Wallingford 
Congregational Church, Depot Street, 
Wallingford, VT 05773

Sue Marion Williamson Potter

Mosquito
Hotline

802-247-6779

http://www.lafla.com/member
http://www.lafla.com/member
http://www.lafla.com/member
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.ldfla.com/member


• 7 •

Don’t Let Mosquitos 
Ruin Your Fun! 
by Pete Hare

Overall Financial Health 
by Jim Cunningham

The lack of rain this spring and 
summer meant that there were far 
fewer mosquito hatches than nor-
mal around the region.   Despite 
the dearth of adult mosquitoes, the 
Brandon Leicester Salisbury Goshen 
(BLSG) Insect Control District has 
been busy!
One important new development 

was the approval of the addition of 
the town of Pittsford to the BLSG in 
May.  Adding Pittsford not only re-
lieves their citizens from the nuisance 
of mosquitoes, but it benefits all of 
the other member towns by expand-
ing the treatable areas where mosqui-
toes breed.
Another important development was 

the acquisition of an Argo vehicle.  
An Argo is an amphibious vehicle, 
designed to get into flood plains 
and swamps.  The BLSG was able to 
purchase the Argo with a grant from 
the state, along with donations from 
LDFLA and Keewaydin.  It has greatly 
enhanced the ability to treat more 
areas more effectively with larvacide, 
thereby reducing the need for spray-
ing adulticide.
Because the BLSG did not have to 

spend the normal amount of hours 
applying adulticide this summer, it 
had time to find and map future areas 
of treatment not only in our area but 
Pittsford as well.

As 2016 winds down, I’m pleased to 
report our Association’s financial con-
dition remains healthy. It appears we 
are tracking very closely to our bud-
get. There have been no large surpris-
es from an expense standpoint and 
our income from the various sources 
(State, Towns, Membership, and En-
dowment income) is as predicted. 
As you know, we once again signifi-

cantly increased our spending in an 
effort to combat the milfoil monster. 
The approximately $90,000 spent for 
the first time on pesticide treatment 
appears to be money well spent. We 
also spent a similar amount on our 
traditional means of attacking the 
milfoil problem - harvesting. As we 
did last year we will draw from our 
reserves to make up the planned bud-
get shortfall. 
Very shortly, we will turn our at-

tention to budget planning for 2017. 
As has been the norm in the past, we 
will prepare a preliminary budget 
for board review and approval early 
in 2017.  There is also a significant 
amount of paperwork required during 
the fall and early winter to prepare 
requests to both the State and Towns 
for their respective funding, essential 
to maintaining our milfoil efforts.
This has been a wonderful summer 

on the lake for me! I hope all of you 
also enjoyed your time on the lakes!

In the summer of 2016 the Lake 
Dunmore/Fern Lake Association 
began a scientific study of the 
water quality of the lakes and 
their watershed areas. A major 
goal is to better understand the 
nutrients entering the lakes and 
their effect on the invasive eur-
asian milfoil. Understanding the 
source and distribution of nutri-
ents will hopefully lead to better 
shoreline protection, lake-wise 
living, reducing inflow at point 
sources, and possibly reduce the 
nutrients by reducing runoff or 
using aeration techniques.
As a modest start, we are mea-

suring sediment thickness and 
assessing the organic fraction. 
This information will help us 
target sites to experiment with 
reduction processes. Results will 
be available in September. We 
are also measuring e. coli at sites 
near extensive milfoil infesta-
tions, looking for point sources 
of nutrients. Those test results 
indicate several elevated areas, 
but no dangerous levels. We’re 
now collating database to look at 
trends over time. 
Nitrogen and phosphorous lev-

els are also being monitored at 
several sites. These key nutrients 
fuel plant growth and any reduc-
tion in these levels will help keep 
milfoil in check. State testing 
over the past 30 years indicate 
that our phosphate levels have 
increased from <10ug/L (grams 
per 1,000 liters) to values over 
15ug/L in recent years. Levels 
over 12ug/L are considered ele-
vated and are characteristic of an 
aging lake with increased growth 
of all aquatic plants.
Since milfoil reduction op-

tions are limited, other means 
of nutrient reduction will help 
long term to keep the lakes from 
more rapid aging. Knowledge of 
our lake chemistry, sediments, 
currents, and our watershed 
is the goal of our water quality 
committee.

Water Quality 
by Rich Dahlgren

Of Things Social by Sarah Voight

Summer Events Re-Cap:

The 2016 summer season held many wonderful opportunities for mem-
bers to get out and enjoy our Lakes.  From “Checking Turtle Traps” to 
photography lessons, to Reading the Nights Sky.  The Salisbury Histor-
ical Society hosted a pictorial history of the Hotels on Lake Dunmore fea-
turing 150+ photos.  The Second Annual LDFLA Golf Outing was a great 
time for members to get out together for some friendly competition.  
We closed out the season with the annual members’ picnic hosted by 

our friends at Camp Songadeewin.  We were spoiled all summer long 
with beautiful weather and the picnic was no exception.  Members gath-
ered out on the lawn to enjoy the music of The Grift and conversation 
with neighbors and friends.  The Kayak raffle was a great success and we 
can’t wait to share with you what we have for next year!
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Communications with you, our membership, and the systems we use to com-
municate with you are areas where we’ve had lots of successes, and yet still have 
a lot of work to be done. It’s also an area where we could use your help, espe-
cially if you are savvy with social media or technology! Please reach out to us if 
you’d like to help!
In terms of successes, we launched our new beautiful website - www.ldfla.com - 

and then developed our new member management system which is linked to the 
website. The new member management system gives us the capability to 

• keep track of our members, their families and prospective members
• more easily send emails to all of these groups
• have members enter or update their information online, and
• have members securely pay their dues online

We also continued to communicate using our traditional bi-annual newsletters, 
which the vast majority of our members read and appreciate. We’ve also made 
regular blog and Facebook updates.
In terms of the work that needs to be done, although we’ve made great prog-

ress updating the information in the member management system, including 
in-person canvassing of lake residents, there are still gaps. I encourage you to go 
to the system via www.ldfla.com and sign in and update your information. Also, 
although we update our blog and Facebook, there is very little interaction with 
our members. 
Please let us know how you’d like us to communicate with you so we can make 

changes in the future to meet your needs. Again, let us know if you’d like to help!

Communications and Information Technology (IT)
by Courtney DeBisschop and Joan Gamble

Trustee Contacts
John Barrera
2d Term Expiring July, 2017
802-388-7421 or 802-353-6543
1722 Lake Dunmore Rd., Salisbury, VT 05769
688 Weybridge St., Middlebury, VT 05753
Email: barrera@middlebury.edu

Jeff Benton
1st Term Expiring July, 2019
802-352-4597(lake); 973-377-7813(NJ); 
973-879-9400(c)
155 Bay Shore Drive, Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 9 Highland Ave, Madison, NJ 07940
Email: jeffbenton561@aol.com and 
jbenton@ffinv.com

Jim Cunningham
1st Term Expiring July, 2018
802-352-4423 (camp); 413-717-0423 (c); 
413-528-0641(h)
433 Rutsic Ln., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 45 West Sheffield Rd., Great Barrington, 
MA 01230
Email: jim.cunningham@roadrunner.com 
Rich Dahlgren
1st Term Expiring July, 2017
802-247-3262 or 941-504-8897(c) 
219 Glory Lane, Leicester, VT 05733
Email: richdahlgren721@yahoo.com

Courtney DeBisschop
1st Term Expiring July, 2017
802-385-1030 (h); 802-388-4242 (o); 
802-989-8030 (c) 
4961 Case Street, Middlebury, VT 05753
Email: courtney@middvermontrealestate.com 

Jim Foley
1st Term Expiring July, 2017
802-352-4587 or 802-388-3337; 
802-793-3497(c)
435 Rustic Ln., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 4411 Munger St., New Haven, VT 05472
Email: jfoleyjr@middlaw.com

Stephanie Foley
1st Term Expiring July, 2017
802-352-4587 or 802-388-3337; 
802-363-4969(c)
435 Rustic Ln., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 4411 Munger St., New Haven, VT 05472
Email: sbfoley@middlaw.com

Pete Hare
1st Term Expiring July, 2016
802-388-2216
3 Heritage Circle, Middlebury, VT 05753
Email: pete@keewaydin.org

Ira Lewis
1st Term Expiring July, 2019
802-247-6619(lake); 914-967-4869 (NY)
PO Box 140, Forest Dale, VT 05745 
45 South Road, Harrison, NY 10528
Email: irajlewis@optimum.net

Sue Mackey
2d Term Expiring July, 2017
802-352-6617
873 West Shore Rd., Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: suemackey@c21jack.com

Jim Meyersburg
1st Term Expiring July, 2017
802-352-4261 or 239-272-5494(c); 
239-591-3313(FL)
133 Bay Shore Dr., Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: jimmeyersburg@msn.com

Brian Pray
1st Term Expiring July, 2018
860-367-3034(c)
5 Waterhouse Drive, Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 8 Rachel Terrace, Westfield, MA 01085
Email: brian.pray@utas.utc.com

Karen Rockow
1st Term Expiring July, 2016
802-352-4236
1958 Lake Dunmore Rd., Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: Karen@northcovecottages.com

Jenny Sommer
1st Term Expiring July, 2019
802-352-9096
851 West Shore Road, Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: mjenny6@gmail.com

Dede Snyder
2d Term Expiring July, 2017
802-247-8101
512 Indian Trail, Leicester, VT 05733
P.O. Box 173, Forest Dale, VT 05745
Home: wfjs.vt@gmail.com

Check our website:

ldfla.com
early and often for 
latest information

http://www.ldfla.com
http://www.ldfla.com
mailto:barrera@middlebury.edu
mailto:jeffbenton561@aol.com
mailto:jbenton@ffinv.com
mailto:jim.cunningham@roadrunner.com
mailto:richdahlgren721@yahoo.com
mailto:courtney@middvermontrealestate.com
mailto:jfoleyjr@middlaw.com
mailto:sbfoley@middlaw.com
mailto:pete@keewaydin.org
mailto:irajlewis@optimum.net
mailto:suemackey@c21jack.com
mailto:jimmeyersburg@msn.com
mailto:brian.pray@utas.utc.com
mailto:Karen@northcovecottages.com
mailto:mjenny6@gmail.com
mailto:wfjs.vt@gmail.com
http://www.ldfla.com
https://www.facebook.com/LDFLA.VT/
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