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 I am constantly amazed by the 
work of, and the results achieved by, 
volunteers who actively support our 
Lakes preservation activities. I thank 
you all! It is important for every one of 
us who lives near or spends time on the 
Lakes to fully understand what that term 
“preservation activities” really means 
and how those activities are organized 
and addressed/accomplished.
Just read about the work and activities 
of LDFLA described in this Newsletter 
and you will catch a glimpse of what I 
am talking about.
 First, there is the article by Jim 
Meyersburg and Katie Gellenbeck 
describing the never-ending challenge 
presented by the invasive Eurasian 
Watermilfoil (EWM, as we refer to 
it).  The topic could take up the entire 
newsletter, but they have captured and 
highlighted two really important issues 
- budget shortfalls which our program 

faces each year and the increase in 
the number of major aquatic invasive 
species which lakes in Vermont and the 
U.S. are forced to deal with each year.  
Make no mistake, those threats are 
heading our way.
 Second, we have our great friend 
of the Lakes, Jay Michael, providing 
a summary of the Lakes Alive 
Capital Campaign, its success, and 
(unfortunately) its shortfall.  The 
volunteers who ran the Campaign and 
the donors who funded the Campaign 
have every right to be very proud of their 
accomplishments!  Indeed, the goal 
was FULLY ACHIEVED!  However, as 
Jay highlights for us in his article, our 
annual expenses are a bit higher than 
anticipated and additional fundraising is 
needed.  More on that point below.
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Happy Holidays 2017!  Goodbye to 
a wonderful and extended summer 
season at Lake Dunmore and Fern 
Lake. I certainly hope your lake 
experience, and those of your friends 
and loved ones, was as memorable as 
mine. Looking back, the time passed 
way too fast as always. There were 
too few days to do everything we had 
hoped to accomplish as a family and 
my fellow Board members tried to ac-
complish as much as possible for the 
membership in those too few days.
For the coming year I have virtually 

the same core goals in mind as for 
this past year — increasing our mem-
bership; increasing awareness of what 
the Association does for the member-
ship; raising the funds necessary to 
further our mission; and enhancing 
the quality of our lakes (water, veg-
etation, bird and fish populations).  
Achieving these goals in whole or 
even in part takes a great deal of time 
and energy from our members and 
especially those on the Board.
As President of the LDFLA, I have 

the privilege of addressing the mem-

bership in each newsletter. In the last 
newsletter message, I emphasized 
just a few of the big tasks our Board 
has tackled. Milfoil eradication, com-
munications enhancements, water 
quality innovations, and membership 
enhancements. In this newsletter, I 
want to address what you, the indi-
vidual member although not a Board 
member (at least not yet!), can do to 
further the mission of our Associa-
tion.  I’ve chosen to make this the fo-
cal point of my message because I am 
confident that with a bit more assis-
tance from EVERY SINGLE member 
we can make this Association even 
better and more effective than it al-
ready is, thus furthering and enhanc-
ing not only the Association’s mission 
but ensuring a legacy of volunteerism 
which is critical to passing on what 
we have to our next generation.
So, I call upon…I challenge…each 

member to answer my call and think 
seriously about undertaking and 
accomplishing any 5 of the following 
simple tasks this coming year.
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President’s Message
continued from page 1

 Finally, we received a thoughtful and 
worthy article addressing Vermont’s 
“Lake Wise” program highlighting for all 
of us the need for EACH OF US to take 
steps which will help mitigate shoreline 
erosion, phosphorus migration and 
wildlife habitat enhancement.  Katie 
Gellenbeck drew from a number of 
sources to create this all-important 
message which hopefully will guide us 
into the future.
 Let me close with a message which 
I hope all residents, Association 
members, boaters, campers, friends, 
philanthropists, and concerned citizens 
will hear.  We manage, for the benefit of 
all, funds which are dedicated to all of 
our “preservation activities.”  Projecting 
ahead over the next 10 years (see Jay’s 
article) reveals a shortfall of about 
$25,000 each year.  Our goal is to put our 
“lake-household budget” on a trajectory 
which will make it self-sustaining for 
the next generation.  We are not quite 
there.  What we need and what the Lakes 
Alive Capital Campaign Committee will 
be doing in the coming months is the 
following: 
*Deciding whether to raise annual 
membership dues to close the funding 
gap;
*Approaching those who can 
meaningfully donate but who did not 
have an opportunity to give to the Lakes 
Alive Capital Campaign, to solicit their 
and their family’s participation by making 
a substantial legacy gift to be added to 
our endowment fund;
*Deciding whether to launch a more 
modest “Annual Fund”, the purpose 
of which would be to close the annual 
budget shortfall each year.
This is the current thinking of the Board 
and the Campaign Committee.  All of your 
thoughts and suggestions are welcome 
and most appreciated. Any Trustee can 
be contacted with your ideas (contact 
info included at end of newsletter). This 
is a “team effort.”  Let’s all work hard to 
achieve our common goal.
 Have a wonderful 2018 season on 
Lake Dunmore and Fern Lake!

FINANCIAL CORNER 
Jim Cunningham, Treasurer

I’m happy to report the year-end 
financial results for 2017 were 
quite positive. Our regular income 
(not including capital campaign 
contributions) was $142,072 
which was a bit higher than 
budgeted. The positive influences 
were larger-than-anticipated 
donations to the Annual Fund 
and some good efforts from our 
fundraising group. 
     Lakes Alive Capital Campaign 
again made a “contribution to 
meet near-term needs” totaling 
$35,000. Under the umbrella 
of “meeting near-term needs” 
we have now taken over the 
past 5 years a total of $175,000 
which is the total amount that 
was originally planned for this 
purpose. Therefore going forward 
there will not be a contribution of 
that nature. We will continue to 
utilize the Reserve Fund to meet 
any operating shortfalls.  
     We also had a draw, now for 
the second year, from the Lakes 
Alive Endowment Fund in the 
fourth quarter. This year the total 
was $38,698. We can anticipate 

the amount to increase modestly 
for the foreseeable future. 
     In addition to positive 
variances on the income side, 
we also expended a bit less than 
was budgeted. Our total milfoil-
related costs were approximately 
$27,000 under budget. This was 
almost entirely due to a reduced 
level of crew members relative 
to expectations. So when all was 
said and done; what was budgeted 
to be an approximate $25,000 
shortfall turned into a several 
thousand dollar positive variance.  
     A preliminary budget for 
2018 has been presented to and 
approved by the Board and will be 
presented at the Annual Meeting 
for final approval. One item of 
note, we have received notification 
via the Town of Leicester that we 
will receive an Aquatic Nuisance 
Control Grant in the amount of 
$44,600 this year. That, I think, 
is pretty good news as it compares 
favorably to last year’s figure and 
is greater than I anticipated based 
on the total amount of funds the 
state had to dole out this year.  
      Here’s hoping for continued 
good financial news and much 
improved weather patterns!!

ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, July 9

7 pm
Salisbury Congregational Church

ANNUAL PICNIC
Saturday, September 1

4–7 pm
Songadeewin

SAVE THE DATES

I love LDFLA! Photo by Gary Starr
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AIS COMMITTEE REPORT
JIM MEYERSBURG & KATIE GELLENBECK

 As the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Committee prepares for the 2018 
season, we want to remind all lake users of the challenges we face to keep our 
lakes healthy. Over the last three decades, we have been battling one invasive 
plant: Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM). When it was first discovered, we pulled 
individual plants. But over the years, the plants expanded and a formal program 
was needed to control its spread. Eventually, as the threat increased and the 
milfoil crew grew, a dedicated funding plan was implemented. 
 The Lakes Alive Capital Campaign raised enough money to drastically 
improve LDFLA’s AIS control program. By this time, EWM had increased 
exponentially and even our large hired crew was not enough to control the 
dense stands of EWM. LDLFA’s Board decided the best action was to obtain 
an herbicide permit from the state. In 2016, LDFLA treated our lakes with an 
herbicide. The results have been excellent and has given LDFLA a temporary 
reprieve. It is still too soon to know, but based on lessons learned from other 
lakes, LDFLA expects this EWM control strategy of herbicide application will 
likely require multi-year applications.  LDFLA is entering the third year of its first 
herbicide treatment cycle, and is still learning the eventual outcome of its efforts.
 A recent review of forward-looking budgets suggests LDFLA is likely to be 
about $25,000 short of our annual EWM control operation budget over the next 
10 years (total expenses about $225,000; income about $200,000).  The Board 
is evaluating various fundraising alternatives to help close this gap.  LDFLA must 
be prepared to fund herbicide treatments in exceptionally infested years as part 
of the EWM control program.  LDFLA has included those costs (estimated at 
approximately $100,000 per application every five years) as part of its overall 
program.  It is uncertain how frequently herbicide treatments may be required 
(if at all), but LDFLA anticipates these costs can be met from our Reserve Funds.  
As we gain more experience with the herbicide treatment of 2016, we expect to 
refine these cost estimates.  
 If left untreated, EWM would have seriously degraded our lakes. It grows in 
depths up to 20 feet, so those shallow areas like North Cove, North Bay, and the 
entire lake south of Branbury would be totally choked and impassable. Fern Lake 
would be the same. If you think concerned lake owners are being overly dramatic, 
just look at the problems which Lake Bomoseen has suffered.
 With all this history, LDFLA considers itself lucky. Lake Champlain, our 
main neighbor, is suffering from at least seven major aquatic invasive species; 
the Great Lakes, directly connected to Champlain, are infested with over forty. It 
may be just a matter of time before one of these threats reaches Lake Champlain 
and our lakes. At the end of last season, LDFLA discovered the invasive species 
brittle naiad in Fern Lake. It is believed this plant is of limited danger, but it 
underscores the need for extreme awareness and care to protect our lakes from 
further infestations. As we are all aware, LDFLA’s budget is stressed with the one 
invasive - EWM - another could be untenable.
 The major line of defense is user knowledge. Boats entering our waters from 
other lakes must be cleaned and well inspected. Our main boat launch is manned 
during most daylight hours by trained greeters who inspect boats and educate 
lake users to the dangers of AIS. Fern lake has an educational kiosk at its boat 
launch. 
 Our lakes are great treasures worth preserving. With your continued support, 
LDFLA, in partnership with the State of Vermont and the Lake Champlain 
Basin Program as well as the towns of Leicester and Salisbury, is committed to 
protecting our waters for future generations. Let’s all pitch in to provide the care 
our lakes deserve – thank you everyone!
You can help by reporting milfoil in any location. Please call the 
milfoil office at 802-352-1013 or go online to report at  www.ldfla.com/
report-milfoil/

MILFOIL FRAGGING 
JIM MEYERSBERG, CHAIR 

 Lake users can help with the 
Milfoil control by actively going 
after the floating fragments they 
find on the water surface. Milfoil 
propagates by shedding stalks of 
leaves which float away and sink 
to the bottom and root. These 
stalks are called fragments, or 
frags. One can paddle around 
with a net to scoop up the floating 
frags and dispose of them in the 
garden or call the milfoil crews 
to pick them up. A frag pickup by 
the Milfoil crews can be scheduled 
at a designated dock. Please 
call 802-352-1013 to schedule a 
pickup or to obtain a milfoil net. 
The link www.ldfla.com/report-
milfoil/ is also available to report 
milfoil. Neighbors are encouraged 
to form small groups (Milfoil 
flotillas) and even make a social 
event of fragging! Frag Mondays 
are especially effective in the 
extreme North and South coves, 
picking up the results of weekend 
boat propellers. To join any Frag 
Monday, contact Sue Mackey at 
352-6617 or email suemackey@
c21jack.com.  Remember, any 
time is a good time for netting 
frags.  Thanks!
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INSECT CONTROL REPORT
PETE HARE

 The thermostat is going up! Summer is here! Will Mathis and his crew 
from the BLSG (Brandon, Leicester, Salisbury, Goshen) Insect Control Board 
have been busy testing water to measure the number of mosquito larvae 
and applying larvicide as necessary.  As always, the BLSG works very hard 
to keep the mosquito population down.  Here are some important things to 
know:
*to report a mosquito problem where you live, call 802-247-6779 
and speak to a representative who will forward your information to the 
BLSG spray coordinator;
*if you are having a large gathering such as a wedding, graduation, family 
reunion or the like, and would like an application of adulticide, call 802-247-
6779 at least 4 days ahead and an applicator will try to treat your area the 
evening before, conditions permitting;
*if you wish to “Opt Out” (i.e. not have your property treated by larvicide 
or adulticide), please send a written request annually to BLSG, PO Box 188 
Brandon, VT 05733.  Please provide your 911 address and a property map, 
which delineates your property boundaries on the public right of way. A 
representative from the board will contact you to assist in marking your 
property as a no spray zone;
*we can all play our role in reducing mosquitos by emptying stagnant water 
in gutters, old tires, or flower pots—prime environments for mosquito 
breeding;
*while the mosquito-borne diseases West Nile virus and Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis can occur in Vermont, they are very rare - when mosquitos are 
out, wear insect repellant or long-sleeved clothing; 
*the range of mosquitos that carry the Zika virus does not reach Vermont.
For more information about mosquitos and the BLSG, visit the very 
informative BLSG website, https://blsgmosquito.wordpress.com/

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
JEFF BENTON, CHAIR

Current Balances at the end of March 2018

 The first quarter of the year saw volatility return to the stock market 
with a vengeance. Global and headline risks saw markets head snapping 
whipsaw movements daily both up and down. Our combined returns 
were down around 3% for the quarter. Our funds underperformed the 
combined benchmark return which was down approximately 1.5%. 
The underperformance was due primarily to our underweighting 
in exposure to Tech. The current yield on overall portfolio is 3.4% 
with cash flow from dividends and interest equaling $67,514. Sky 
Investments, of which Lake Dunmore’s own John Wright is a principal, 
remains our investment manager.

NEW AQUATIC INVASIVE 
FOUND IN FERN LAKE 

During the LDFLA annual plant 
survey, our consultants found a 
new invasive species: brittle naiad 
(Najas minor). At this point, LDFLA 
does not know how serious a threat 
this invasive may pose and will seek 
guidance from the State of Vermont 
on how to address its spread. This is 
a reminder on how imperative it is 
for boats to be inspected and on how 
important it is to continue our diligent 
efforts. 

Reserves Endowment     Total Percentage
15,585 40,620 56,205  3%
174,153 461,981 636,134 32%
315,523 962,221 1,277,744 65%
$505,261 $1,464,822 $1,970,083 100%

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
JEFF BENTON, CHAIR

The Vermont Legislature has been 
quite busy this session with budget 
issues, marijuana laws, and gun laws 
but relatively quiet regarding issues 
pertaining to our lakes. No legislation 
with a significant direct impact on 
the lakes has needed our comment or 
appearance in Montpelier. The Board 
and the Legislative Committee again 
this year have been guided by William 
Shouldice and Associates which 
provides us with weekly updates on 
any legislation that may need our 
attention. They also advise on how to 
respond if the need arises for issues 
that may impact the lake community.
This link will connect you to all of the 
bills passed this year by the Vermont 
legislature. https://legislature.
vermont.gov/bill/passed/2018



The Lakes Alive Capital Campaign
was conceived back in 2010.  It didn’t
have a name or shape, but it became a
solution to our “perfect storm”.  Milfoil
was growing at an accelerating rate
and so were the removal and control
costs.  Our primary source of funds
(the State Aquatic Invasive Species
Control Grant) had become unreliable.
We needed immediate additional 
dollars and a mechanism to produce
additional income in the future.  And
we needed to rebuild our reserve funds
which we were rapidly shrinking. 

Eight years and 500+ donors later,
“Lakes Alive Now and Forever”
has lived up to its name.   The impend-

ing budget shortfalls during 2013-2017
have been paid for with $175,000 
from the campaign.  A Lakes Alive 
EndOWMEnT Fund has been 
established with $1,275,000; and it
has grown to nearly $1,500,000 in
value.   The EndOWMEnT Fund will
soon be our single largest source of 
income, yielding $50,000 and more
annually.   RESERvE FundS have
grown to $500,000 and are available
to meet unexpected dips in revenue
and/or uniquely expensive program
costs.  during this period we added
two boats (at $20,000 each) to the
milfoil fleet and paid for a first 
herbicide milfoil treatment ($80,000)

-- all over and above our usual and
growing operating costs.

At recent meetings by the Lakes
Alive “Cabinet” volunteers and the
LdFLA Board it was recommended we
continue the use of “Lakes Alive
Now and Forever” in future fund
raising projects.  It embodies the spirit
of current preservation of the lakes
with a desire to see that same steward-
ship continued for many future gener-
ations.   (And we have a great logo
thanks to the generosity of Ashley
Wolff!) Thus the Capital Campaign will
continue through 2018 with a program
to encourage giving by new owners.
(Older owners who have not given are
also urged to join the community of
donors and put your name on our
recognition board!)

At the same meetings, a look to the
future was presented.  A ten year for-
ward budget was projected, including
some inflation and the prospect of 
additional herbicide treatments during
the period.  That outlook revealed that
while our income has grown substan-
tially (to approximately $200,000 
annually), our typical expenses will
run about $225,000 annually into the 
future.  Thus our job is not quite done!
There is a likely impending $25,000
annual budget gap over the next 10
years.   Thanks to our RESERvES, this
is not a crisis – but it is a challenge to
be met.  At this writing, the Board is
evaluating ways to close “the gap”. 

On behalf of the Lakes Alive Cabinet
we want to say once again: THANK
YOU and WELL DONE to all the
donors and volunteers who generously
supported our fund raising campaign.
Your commitment to the preservation
of the lakes and your trust in the Lakes
Association have set the stage for suc-
cess in the future. 

Rob and Chris Naylor, 
Campaign Co-Chairpersons
Jay Michael,
Executive director

Fly Your Banner
Calling all donors --- please post,

wave, or fly your Lakes Alive, Now
and Forever vinyl banner.  And 
encourage others to do so.  If, for any
reason, you have pledged or donated
and do not have a banner, please 
contact Jay Michael (352-4301) and
we’ll rush one to your doorstep.

Status and Plans
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 Relax more - really! Many studies show that when 
people spend time around natural landscapes, they 
have a positive physiological reaction, leading to 
higher well-being, improved cognitive function and 
enhanced creativity.  What’s good for personal well-
being is also good for water quality. So let’s spend 
this summer doing less “work” on shoreland and 
spending more time enjoying it, which can improve 
your health, your property, and our lakes!
 Healthy lakes depend on “messy” shorelands with 
native vegetation growing wild along the bank.  Wild 
vegetative shores filter storm water runoff and help 
keep the water clean, while protecting shorelines 
from storm damages. Allow your shoreland to “be 
natural” and help our lake water. By doing so, you 
will also help pollinator species, song birds, and 
aquatic wildlife. 
 Since 1996, Lay Monitors have been collecting 
water quality samples to determine the nutrient 
phosphorus concentration, algal growth levels, and 
water clarity in our lakes. This data has contributed 
greatly to the overall understanding of how our lakes’ 
water quality is doing. Unfortunately, the trends 
are not going in the right direction as phosphorus 
concentrations are significantly increasing and 
the Secchi water clarity readings are significantly 
decreasing. 
 Despite these negative trends, Dunmore and Fern 
remain safe and clean for recreating, but phosphorus 
loading is a threat to water quality. Increased 
phosphorus in lakes fuels algal blooms and changes 
water quality conditions, often impairing recreational 
uses and lowering property values. Although 
phosphorus is a naturally occurring nutrient in soils, 
once it is disturbed by development practices in 
the watershed and along the shores, it washes into 
the lake.  Shoreland owners can help by using lake-
friendly practices, like re-naturalizing shore lands to 
prevent erosion, managing storm water, and using 
organic fertilizers. Our lakes need shoreland property 
owners to better understand how they can reduce 
storm water runoff and halt these negative water 
quality trends. By doing less tidying up along your 
shoreland this spring and summer, you will help 
protect Lake Dunmore and Fern Lake. Our lakes need 
you to become Lake Wise.
 How to Become Lake Wise - This summer, the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Lake Wise 
Program will be offering technical assistance for 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) on stormwater 

management, shoreland protection, and wildlife 
habitat enhancement. Lake Wise staff will assess 
shoreland properties in four categories: driveway; 
septic and structure; recreational area; and 
shorefront. Based on this assessment, they will 
make suggestions for improving conditions on 
your shoreland. Many of the Lake Wise solutions 
are homeowner-friendly and simple to act on; for 
example, creating a “no-mow” zone or planting 
native, deer resistant species for water quality and 
tick control. Other BMPS, like installing “water  bars” 
to control storm water runoff from polluting the 
lake, can take more effort.  The good news is that 
a Vermont Youth Conservation Corps Crew 
(VYCC) will likely be available in early August 
to help install shoreland BMPs for free, if you 
have recommended BMPs to install through the 
Lake Wise assessments.  To find out how you can 
use their skills and labor to help with a shoreland 
planting project, water bars, berms, swales, or 
another shoreland BMP, contact Amy Picotte or 
Lauren Jenness from the Lake Wise Program at Amy.
Picotte@Vermont.gov or  Lauren.Jenness@Vermont.
gov and Katie Gellenbeck, a LDFLA volunteer, 
membership@ldfla.com
 Ultimately, shoreland properties that exemplify 
lake-friendly practices (and this can take a few years 
to reach, so don’t worry if you are just getting started 
on the Lake Wise track) will be awarded with the 
beautiful Lake Wise sign. Join the movement to 
protect Lake Dunmore and Fern Lake by learning 
more about the voluntary Lake Wise Program! For 
inspiration about the possibilities for shoreland 
improvements, watch this Youtube Video for the Sake 
of the Lake. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_
continue=4&v=rZuw_LWXZtk

LIVING ALONG LAKES JUST GOT EASIER – BECOME LAKE WISE!
KATIE GELLENBECK & AMY PICOTTE

2018 Loon & Egg in Nest  photo by Mike Korkuc
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WATER SAFETY
JENNY SOMMER

 As we enter the summer season, 
here are a few things to keep in 
mind when you are out enjoying our 
beautiful lakes.

*THE 200 FOOT RULE  Boats 
should not be within 200 feet of a 
diver down flag (red and white flag). 
Our milfoil crew is hard at work 
under the water, so please keep 
their safety in mind.
 *NO WAKE ZONE  No wakes 
should be made within 200 feet of 
the shoreline, a person in the water, 
a boat towing people, or any other 
non-motorized water vessel.
*IN THE BOAT  There should be 
enough personal floatation devices 
(PFDs) for everyone on board. All 
children ages 12 and under MUST 

wear their PFDs at all times when 
out on the water.  
*OPERATING A MOTORIZED 
BOAT  Anyone born after January 
1, 1974 must have a Vermont 
boating license to operate a 
motorized vessel. To take the online 
Vermont water safety course, go 
to www.boat-ed.com/vermont. 
When towing a person on skis, 
tubes, or anything else, you must 
have another person 12 years of 
age or older to spot the persons 
in tow. Also, boats are prohibited 
within 100 feet of other boats or 
swimmers, except for landing or 
leaving a docking area.
 If you have any other questions 
or concerns about water safety, 
please visit www.boat-ed.com/
assets/pdf/handbook/vt_
handbook_entire.pdf 
 Have a fun and safe summer!

 

LDFLA Social Committee has been 
busy planning annual favorites as 
well as some new events.  Mark your 
calendars and check out our Events 
page on our website for all the details 
and follow us on Facebook to keep in 
the loop on what is happening.

*Yard Sale
WHEN: Sunday, June 24th, 2018 from 
9 am – 1 pm (rain or shine) WHERE: 
Lake Dunmore and Fern Lake in 
Salisbury/ Leicester- Participating 
properties will be listed on a map 
provided outside Kampersville store  
WHO: All Lake Dunmore and Fern 
Lake Residents!  HOW: Participate 
in the yard sale by registering online 
to be listed on the community map 
that will be provided to buyers on the 
day of the sale. In addition, you will 
receive an identifier to hang at your 
property.

*Group Hike  
WHEN: Sunday, July 15th, 2018 at 2 
pm (rain or shine)  WHERE: Meet at 
the Falls of Lana parking lot  WHO: All 
LDFLA members; new members also 
welcome! All ages.  WHAT: Potluck 
Nibbles and BYOB to follow at Social 
Committee Member Karen Kenna’s 
(618 West Shore Road, Salisbury - the 
old Tarkey’s Lodge) HOW: Just show 
up with your hiking shoes or sneakers. 
Bottled water will be provided. 

*Golf  Tournament
WHEN: Saturday, August 4th, 2018 
at 1 pm (rain or shine)  WHERE: 
Neshobe Golf Course  WHO: All 
LDFLA members; new members also 
welcome!  WHAT: 9-Hole Scramble 
Best Ball Includes golf, cart, and 
reception with hors d’oeuvres (cash 
bar) and a chance to win Great Prizes!  
HOW: $55 per player. (Register online 
at ldfla.org) Payments will be collected 
at the tournament. 

*Group Paddle
WHEN: Sunday, August 12th, 2018 at 
2 pm (rain or shine)  WHERE: Meet at 
the state boat launch by Waterhouses  
WHO: all LDFLA members; new 
members also welcome! All ages.  
WHAT: Gathering at Paddler’s Pub 
afterwards (cash bar and food).  HOW: 
Just show up with your kayak, canoe, 
or paddle board (don’t forget your life 
jacket!). 

*Annual Picnic
(note: new date)  WHEN: Saturday, 
September 1st from 4 pm - 7 pm  
WHERE: Camp Songadeewin  WHO: 
All LDFLA members; new members 
also welcome to join. All ages.  WHAT: 
Enjoy BBQ, Live Music, Raffles, 
and Yard Games! HOW: Just come 
and enjoy some tasty food and good 
company!

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

MOSQUITO
HOTLINE

802-247-6779

CHELSEA GRIGGS

check our website:

early and often for 
latest information

ldfla.com

AMAZON DONATES
.5% of  your purchases 

to LDFLA!

Visit
smile.amazon.com
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VERMONT SUN
TRIATHLON SERIES

 

• BRANBURY CLASSIC 
TRIAHTLON 
25% of entry fees to the Lake 
Dunmore Fern Lake Association's 
Lakes Alive Now And Forever 
Capital Campaign. 

 
 
• DAY & WEEKLY FEES 

25% of all day and weekly use fees, 
to Vermnt Sun Fitness Centers, 
payed by Lake residents. 

 
 
• MEMBERSHIPS 

When any lake resident joins 
Vermont Sun they will also contribute 
50% of the membership fee to the 
Capital Campaign! 

VERMONT SUN 
TRIATHLON SERIES  

 

V E R M O N T  S U N  T R I AT H L O N  S E R I E S  
T O  B E N E F I T  L A K E  A S S O C I AT I O N  

.  

A new paddle, bike, run event has 

been added to The Vermont Sun 

Triathlon Series. The Branbury Classic 

Triathlon will be held Sunday July 15th 

at Branbury State Park on Lake 

Dunmore. Vermont Sun Fitness 

Centers will donate 25% of entry fees 

to the Lake Dunmore Fern Lake 

Association's Lakes Alive Now And 

Forever Capital Campaign. The 1.5 

mile paddle (Kayak, Canoe or Paddle 

Board), 14 mile Bike, 3.1 mile run 

event is open to teams and 

Individuals.   

Vermont Sun is committed to 

continuing it's support of the Lake and 

the Association. 

 

 

The Fitness Center located in 

Middlebury and Vergennes  has 

contributed to the Lakes Alive 

Campaign and has been corporate 

Lake Association members for many 

years.   

Have fun this summer and enter the 

events as an individual or part of a 

team.  When you visit Vermont Sun be 

sure to tell them you are a Lake 

resident so the 25% and 50% of the 

fees paid goes towards keeping these 

beautiful treasures alive and vibrant for 

now and the future! 

For Information about the Run & 

Triathlon Series visit vermontsun.com 

or call 388-6888. For information about 

the Lake Association visit ldfla.com. 

 

 

W W W . V E R M O N T S U N . C O M  812 Exchanage Street, Middlebury VT 05753       Tel  802.388.6888       Email  info@vermontsun.com 

MORE WAYS TO  HELP SUPPORT OUR 
BEAUTIFUL LAKE 

 
• DATABASE MANAGEMENT 

25% of all day and weekly use fees, to 
their Centers, payed by Lake residents. 

 
 
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

When any lake resident joins Vermont 
Sun they will also contribute 50% of the 
membership fee to the Capital 
Campaign! 

& 
LAKE ASSOCIATION 

Mosquito Hotline
802-247-6779

Lakes Alive 
Souvenir Items
The Capital Campaign’s signature 

illustration by Ashley Wolff will be 
available for purchase at the Asso-
ciation’s annual meeting. A limited 
number of signed posters are offered 
at $100 each.  Unsigned posters are 
$20. Souvenir mugs will be available 
at $10 each while supply lasts.

• 6 • 

CHECKLIST
Pay Membership Dues
Order your T-Shirts

Mark Your Calendar
June 29 Fireworks   
 9:15pm, Camp Songadeewin
 (rain date June 30)

July 4 Boat Parade

July 7 Membership Meeting
 7pm, Salisbury  Congregational Church

Aug 24  Membership Picnic
 12 - 3pm, Camp  Songadeewin

Community Outreach News
Please join the Salisbury Conservation Commission and the Lake 

Dunmore Fern Lake Association, who are co-sponsoring a series of 
free programs that we hope are of interest to summer and year-round 
residents. We’re planning educational programs through the summer 
season to include topics on invasive species, lake and wetland habi-
tats, and other relevant subjects. This series will be held on Wednes-
day evenings, from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., at the Salisbury Church. Stay 
tuned for specifics.

July 2 Vermont Lakewise Program

 Amy Picotte, VT DEC

July 9 The Natural and Unnatural History  
 of  the Common Loon

 Eric Hansen, VT Loon Recovery Project Biologist

July 16 Selected Reptiles and Amphibians of   
 the Lake Dunmore/Fern Lake Area

 Jim Andrews, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Biology, UVM

July 23 The Fish of  Salisbury and Leicester  
 and their Natural History

 Shawn Good, Fisheries Biologist, VT Fish and Wildlife

July 30 Living with Bears

 Forrest Hammond, VT Fish and Wildlife Bear Project Leader

T-Shirt Sales
This year’s design is the Lakes Alive 

Capital Campaign’s signature illustra-
tion, as seen above, done by Ashley 
Wolff.  Please look for the order form 
in the request for dues letter and 
order early if you want your shirts 
available at the annual meeting. 

Annual Auction News
After a hugely successful 2013 auc-

tion we are again seeking volunteers 
to manage this year’s auction.  If we 
are to have an auction this year we 
need volunteers to take on the chal-
lenge of soliciting items, organizing 
and promoting the auction, collecting 
the proceeds and acknowledging the 
donated items.  If this is something 
you could help us with please contact: 
Karen Rockow  802-352-4236 or Jay 
Michael 802-352-4301.  

&
LAKE ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP
RICH DAHLGREN, CHAIR

 Last year the LDFLA was able to 
mount a strong milfoil harvesting 
effort to maintain the progress made 
by the herbicide application in 2016. 
We also mapped vegetation several 
times to keep track of plant growth 
and to compare growth from year to 
year. The Association monitored water 
quality in both lakes, looking for excess 
nutrients, pollution, bacteria, and the 
overall health of Dunmore and Fern 
Lake. Our greeter program and the 
harvesting effort complete the program 
to protect and preserve our lakes. We 
are optimistic that we can stay ahead 
of pollution and invasive species if we 
can maintain these programs. However, 
this can only be accomplished with your 
dues, donations, and willingness to 
volunteer. Last year we had nearly 70% 
of property owners join our Association. 
This funding is critical since outside 
sources vary and our LAKES ALIVE 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN is designed 
to provide long term funding. If we 
increase membership to over 80%, we 
can maintain our efforts and not have to 
dip into reserves each year.
 If you currently are not a member, 
please join! LDFLA is the only group 
that will keep our lakes healthy, thereby 
protecting your valuable property 
investment. The $100 dues are not 
much to help insure our lakes remain 
beautiful and healthy. You can join 
online by going to www.ldfla.com/join/ 
and scrolling to the bottom of the page 
to click New Member Registration. 
Close the “existing account” white 
box if you are a new member and the 
application form will be available. 
Please include your lake address, 
full time mailing address, email, and 
phone number. If you prefer a paper 
membership form, please contact Rich 
Dahlgren at 802-247-3262 or email  
richdahlgren721@yahoo.com. Thank 
you and have a great summer!

Longtime Dunmore Sailors! Photo by Mike Korkuc
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Jeff Benton
1st Term Expiring July, 2019
802-352-4597(lake); 973-377-7813(NJ); 
973-879-9400(c)
155 Bay Shore Drive, Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 9 Highland Ave, Madison, NJ 07940
Email: jeffbenton561@aol.com and 
jbenton@ffinv.com

Jim Cunningham
1st Term Expiring July, 2018
802-352-4423 (camp); 413-717-0423 (c); 
413-528-0641(h)
433 Rutsic Ln., Salisbury, 
VT 05769
Mail: 45 West Sheffield Rd., Great 
Barrington, MA 01230
Email: jim.cunningham@roadrunner.com 

Rich Dahlgren
2nd Term Expiring July, 2020
802-247-3262 or 941-504-8897(c)  
219 Glory Lane, Leicester, VT 05733
Email: richdahlgren721@yahoo.com

Courtney DeBisschop
2nd Term Expiring July, 2020
802-385-1030 (h); 802-388-4242 (o); 
802-989-8030 (c) 
4961 Case Street, Middlebury, VT 05753
Email:  
courtney@middvermontrealestate.com 

Jim Foley
2nd Term Expiring July, 2020
802-352-4587 or 802-388-3337;  
802-793-3497(c)
435 Rustic Ln., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 4411 Munger St., New Haven, VT 
05472
Email: jfoley@lynchandfoley.com

Stephanie Foley
2nd Term Expiring July, 2020
802-352-4587 or 802-388-3337;  
802-363-4969(c)
435 Rustic Ln., Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 4411 Munger St., New Haven, VT 
05472
Email: sfoley@lynchandfoley.com

Jeff Garner
1st term Expiring July, 2020
802-388-1266(home); 802-598-6818(c)
380 Leisure Lane, Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 111 Oak Drive, Middlebury, VT 
05753
Email: jeffgarner1968@yahoo.com

Katie Gellenbeck
1st term Expiring July, 2020
802-352-4822(lake)
166 Pine Lane, Salisbury, VT 05769
295 Beacon Street Apt. 61, Boston, MA 
02116

Pete Hare
2nd Term Expiring July, 2019
802-388-2216
3 Heritage Circle, Middlebury, VT 05753
Email: pete@keewaydin.org

David Johnson 
1st term Expiring July, 2020
802-247-1433(lake); 609-924-9472(NJ); 
609-203-9242(c)
286 Mountainview Drive, Leicester, VT 
05733
586 Snowden Lane, Princeton, NJ 08540
Email: djohnson@pppl.gov

Ira Lewis
1st Term Expiring July, 2019
802-247-6619(lake); 914-967-4869 (NY)
PO Box 140, Forest Dale, VT 05745 
45 South Road, Harrison, NY 10528
Email: irajlewis@optimum.net

Jim Meyersburg
2nd Term Expiring July, 2020
802-352-4261 or 239-272-5494(c);  
239-591-3313(FL)
133 Bay Shore Dr., Salisbury, VT 05769
Email: jimmeyersburg@msn.com

Brian Pray
1st Term Expiring July, 2018
860-367-3034(c)
5 Waterhouse Drive, Salisbury, VT 05769
Mail: 8 Rachel Terrace, Westfield, MA 
01085
Email: brian.pray@utas.utc.com

Karen Rockow
2nd Term Expiring July, 2019
802-352-4236
1958 Lake Dunmore Rd., Salisbury, VT 
05769
Email: Karen@northcovecottages.com

Jenny Sommer
1st Term Expiring July, 2019
802-352-9096
851 West Shore Road, Salisbury, VT 
05769
Email: mjenny6@gmail.com

LDFLA TRUSTEES

Middlebury College Crew Team Photo by Neil Mackey


